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He came, and with him Eve, more loath, though firſt , 
To' offend, diſcount'nanc'd both, and diſcompes'sd ; . 
Love was not in their looks, either to God > 
Or to each other, but apparent guilt, 

And ſhame, and perturbation, and deſpair, 

Anger, and obſtinacy', and hate, and guile. 

Whence Adam faltring long, thus anſwer'd brief. 

I heard thee in the gard'n, and of thy voice 

Afraid, being naked, hid myſelf, To whom + 

The gracious ] udge without revile reply d. : 

My voice thou oft has heard, and haſt not fear'd, 

Bur ſtill rejoic'd ; how is it now become 2 

$0 dreadful to thee ? that thou art naked, who 

Hath told thee ? haſt thou eaten of the Tree 

Whereof I gave thee charge thou ſhouldſt not eat? 
a Mit ron. 
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D. BALDWIN, 


Provoſt of Tiniiy-College, 
D UBLIN, 


"STC; 


HE great. dies with 
which you have ſo long 
| Giſcharged your | important 
FTruſt, as well as my own duty, 
we many particular marks of 
| 1 3 your 


DEDICATION. 


your favour, points you out as 
the propereft Perſon to patro- 
nize theſe Sheets. 


The noble Venetian, who 
was the Author of this Per- 
formance originally, had no oc- 
caſion to court the Sanction of 
an illuſtrious name for his 
protection. The Novelty of 
Apan's Story, in a country 
where the Scriptures are forbid- 
den, muſt have recommended 
him; but ĩts the Patronage of one 
eminent for learning muſt apo- 
logize for the Publithing. a Di- 
vine Romance in the Britiſh 

* Na- 


DEDICATION. 


Nation; for ſo MitTow, the 
great Ornament of Engliſh 
Poetry, calls it, and acknow- 
ledges to have received ſome 
of his fineſt Hints. from this 
Work. 


Though my Author is here 
and there guilty of almoſt inex- 
cuſable Puerilities, and imperti- 
nent Reflections; yet, if we 
conſider his Virtues, and the 
many fine Pictures which he 
originally delineated, for the 
maſterly Hand of his Succeſſor, 
Mir rox, to colour and finiſh, 


we * forget his faults, and 
— | 
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iber aha to no defect in 
his. Genius, but to the miſtak - 
en Notions of the Italians con- 
cerning the true Sublime, a 
Crime which may, with Juſtice, 
be imputed to ſome of their 
beſt Productions. 


But my n come 
.4 mands me: to take every op- | 
3 portunity of acknowledging 


5 with what: Reſpect E am, 
5 | Reverent Kr, 


e mff Dutifih, 
=. | And maſt Obedient © 


1 2 EA Servant, 
| 1 * | | M Ft F 


_ - $2. RICHARD Hh we; 


Sooo ονν⏑, 


Some Account of the Author. 


HE Character of an Author unknown, 

who attempts to introduce any thing 

new, whether he ſuceeeds or not, is as much 
enquir'd after, as the Stranger who attracts 
the eyes of company, by affecting to be 
remarkable. On this account, I think it a 
duty incumbent upon me to give ſome Par- 
ticulars concerning the Life and Writings 
of the Author. All that I am able to col- 
le& is, that Gio Franciſco Loridano was 
a a noble Venetian, who flouriſhed in the 
latter End of the fourteenth Century ? that 
he had publiſhed ſeveral learned Tracts dur- 
ing his Life-time. Beſides this Hiſtory, 
M. Bayle mentions, with ſome Reverence a 
Book of Letters wrote by Lorideno, But 1 
have never been able to meet with one ſingle 
Copy of them. The great M. Bayle, who, 
without doubt, was the ableſt Judge of good 
Senſe, and one of the worſt in matters of 
Wit, ſays of this Performance, that it a- 
| bounds 


9 


bounds with many Virtues and Vices, and 
I eonfeſs myſelf to be of his opinion, tho* - 


a Letter, which is, ſtill extant, of the cele- 


brated Nicolo Craſh ſufficiently teſtifies, with. - 


what Reputation this Work was received in 
the World in the very Life-time of the Au- 


thor. It is wrote a good deal in the Italian 


Taſte; but however, it wants neither Fancy, 
Wit, nor Manner to recommend i =. 


| To the moſt illuſtrious Lonn: 


PIETRO MICHEL. 


Mr Lokd, 


Have read and read again the Alan of 
the moſt illuſtrious Lord Gio Fraariſco, 


with exceſſive Delight: What Wit! what 


2 happy hand had he! But it was neceſſary 
it ſhould be no leſe, for the making of an 
Adam. Nor is it fit that any one ſhould write 


' the Life of the firſt Man, but one of the 


firſt ants the Age. * 
0 


: 6: hs 
of the Style in ſome places hindered not, 
but without ſecing the name of the Author, 
I ſhould cafily have known this Work for 
his. I don't think it fit that, becauſe Adam 
uſed to cover himſelf with leaves, he ſhould 
therefore be deck'd with flowers. All | 
dreſſes become not all matters. A hiſtory 
extracted out of Holy Writ is not to be 
trimm'd like Plays and Romances. Noble 
Loridano was deſirous to give us not only 
the Hiſtory, but together with it alſo, the 
true manner of Writing it. Adam, in my 
Opinion, will receive no -leſs Grace from 
theſe Lines, than from the ruddy Earth of 
which he was formed; nay greater, in as 
much as then he was a Sinner, and mortal, 
but here he is revived, ſanctified, and im- 
mortal. We muſt acknowledge him very 
ungrateful, that will not render perpetual ' 
Applauſe to that Pen that hath ſo learnedly, | 
in this Treatiſe, eternized our common Fa- 
ther. My Lord, I remain of * ney 1 
luſtrious Lordſhip, 
The meſt devoted Servant, 

Nicolo CRAS8SO. 
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EAR,. 0 i man! what 
was your original. From whence 
think you, derives that pride and 
oſtentation that puffs your heart, and ren- 
ders you ſo raſh, as 9 with the 
ſovereign power of Heaven, the right of re. 
ceiving adoration ! It ſprings from a con- 4 
temptible maſs of 15 and you, voluptu- = 


ous, 


OOO 4 0 —1l⁰ OS AAR CAE a 
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ſures 4 4 . : of - your. nature, conſider 

how much | impurity renders you odious to 

him, who has given you Being, and who, 

1 to make you more worthy of admiration, 
In - has been pleaſed to take you out of the bo- 


ſom of nothing. 8 re 


10 „N 
God, by his omnipotence, had already 
made Heaven and Earth, according to the 
ideas he had formed of them from all 
eternity. There was then no more dar- 
1 neſs, or chaos, and the elements, whom ſo 
. many different qualities might render ob- 
1 ſtinate, ſubmitting themſelves to the puiſ- 
ſant hand that had given them being, united 
for the carrying on a work ſo admirably 
deſigned. The ſun and moon diffuſcd over 
all the earth the light newly comimunicated 
to them: The plants, birds, and fiſhes, had 
received every thing neceſſary to the per- 
fection of their natures, from that abſolute 


will, which operates by its on power on e- 
very thing it pleaſes. In ſhort, God had 
IIA h dif- 


Creation of different things, th it it 
could be no Shen 


Hand. 
= q FOUL Ya; roars 90 


"The © OY who" bad het none büt 
klmfelf "for ile of this maffer:pibce, 
_ which he tad fuſt fititſhed, cout not con- 


nder the beauries" öf it, without giving the 


praifes whith fürh etüörllent wotkrmiamhip 
Uelbrri8 ;"it ts net diBecomitig the great 
i 6 die uuver 6 praiſe hünfelf; 
may do t, bebauld be cannt *wor 

* nes any aud Telf-priife- 
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diſpieyed the; wonders, of his Power in the | 
i the work of e | 


u Col - p 
dür os Whoſe Wiftdes 
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+ me ir V ADAM 
2 of teatou,” to' witneſs” my Flory? Thee 


hands, hitherto 1 concerned with inanjmate | 


things, creating the ornaments of the uni 
verſe ſhould they not now undertake great- 


er matters; Iwill, by the effects of an in- 


comprehenſible Power, transfer part of my 


own divinity. to a more worthy ſubject. 


Something would de wanting to my divini- 
ty. could it not communicate itſelf 3 in a more 
8 Let * N 


e. Jome. rays. of my dine > 


*r fulficient that brutes know that 


heaven obeys,” . nature honours, and 
| that” * created being $ adore me, in pro- | 


e[f!f)' 


n to the Woslecge T haye given 


| ew " my divine nature, which. 1 babe 
ee each of them, by a particu- 


lar 


H ADAM. 3 


lar character ; ſince they anly. 20 by. a. 
blind, neceſſuy, which, limits, their Power: 
The: thonqurs.whigh, Shen: pay me not , b6- 
ing free, are; bao. merit, and. gt t m 
glory, I. muſt therefore; give being 5 a free 
agent, and. commuliegte, my, divinity, to 
a thing little differing from nothing z,.that 
creature which ſhall be maſter of itſelf, 


depending oi notlung but its own: wall in 
all its actions, thalbaugment my. glory, by 
ſerving me out off choice. Let us there- 
fore animate à piece of ſenſeleſs carth-with 
a heavenly forms; let 1us-give bim U. 
and: 2 _ e olir image 


ene roa. 988 2231 0115 
ö 2 0 14 f 1 Fre 
The Aer * expreſſed in this pl 


the moſt profound myſtery bf. the 
by expreſſing this ſentence , in the ,plural 
number, Let us make man after our own 
image z a8 if he had thought it neceſſary 
to conſult the three divine perſons, belo ore 
he undertook a work, in which it was 


needful to communicate his divinity; and 
28 B 3 | \ that 


250 1. W Dan 


be olle ot "forms man; before ſo 
| fond a” confiiltation;” I.. ie man alone, 

WIlo, Uf un Gatlirts, eines that divine 
reſkmbfänce of -the trinity in the three 


ſtandiſig, and being a lively vely repre- 
ſentation of it. * TE 15 5 N b. Rat 4 


ei Jo. lem od . Gd, 1363: 


6 Aker God had pronounced theſe worde, 
Let us make man aſter our own image, he 


operationg öf che foul 3 his nierjiory, under: 1 


formed, with the mud of the earth, the 


figure of a man, and animating him with 
the ene ee A; py 
| ol to render him 5 to " other 
ereatures, and to oblige them to obey will- 
ingly that man, who, by fo glorious a re- 
ſemblance, bore the image of the Almighty, 
or; Perhaps, to make him underſtand, that 
thöugh he was the Lord of all living erea- 
tres, he was but the ſervant of God, who 


Had deren with is dreh. IT 


7 


ie formed im of cant, the A: 
10 l man 
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man might better know the Omnipotence 
of eee eee 
Sun or Seires Wat man would, 3 
have paid adoration to them, as the Au- 
thors of his being; or elſe, that it might 
be ſaid, that God had ſo great a deſire to 
produce that maſterpiece of his Power, that 
he took the firſt nn fol into his 
hands. 4 4. Ka / f © RSS 1 


- The e — aked was red, or 
rather it became red, as ſoon, as he touched 
it, through the reſpect it bore towards its 
Maſter, to the ſhame of men, who bluſh 
not even at the crimes they commit every 
day againſt his ſovereign Majeſty. Per- 
haps he alſo choſe it of that colour, to in- 
form man, that he ought to be - fred with 
zeal for the ſervice! of God, and his neigh- 


bour ; beſides, that it was very reaſonable 
that he, who was deſtined to reign over 
all the things of the Creation, ſhould be 
covered vith a purple robe. Mt 1830s 7 
| God 


| "ow 
8 The LIFE T ADAM. 

God deferred the Creation of man till the 
| Gixch! day; becauſe,” in him, having an 
abridgment of the world to make, he would 

g about it with more ſolemnity, to render 
his work more perfect; or, he gave to 
. Underſtand: by that, of what great conſe - 
mquence the creation of man was, whom he 
ſhould load with felicity, and of how great 

moment it was to think of preſerving his 
innocence, and of ſeeking the means to rec- 
tify his faults, and raiſe him again from his 
fall; for the Divine wiſdom had foreſeen 
the -misfortunes of man, and provided for 
his Nr before i he bad created 

"Fd Y 
FT UN 1 ſo W to n that it 

may be called a fifth clement, which enters 

into the compoſition of their nature; for 
chat reaſon, God created the firſt man aſter 

the ſtars and all other created Beings, leſt 

that if he had formed him firſt, his vanity | 

ſhould perſuade him, that he had -been — 


ſtrumental in their creation. 
Us | God 


þ 
i 
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God gives to man the name of Aba, 


which fignifies' a compoſition of earth, to 


inſtruct him, that bog ing in all ſhapes but 


earth, he ſhould not puff himſelf up with 
the a he had of being'ſcated' in a 


paradiſe of delights, and of commanding 
Enn e 


— ſhi of his Creator. eigen TOR > 


4 4 Togo 


Let 3 of God! 
he made every thing neceflary for man be- 


fore he created him; becauſe he defigned : 


to make him happy: Happineſs confiſtinig 


in the enjoyment of conveniences. Divme 


Prot ovidence takes care to anticipate his 
defires, and will not ſuffer him to wilh for 


any ching, inaſmuch © as he that deſires is 


poor, and whoſoever is poor 18 not Kappy.” 


1441 4 1158 


„Les l te e aiot 
be being generally the moſt excellent, 


God created Man after all other creatures, 
becauſe he would make him the maſt 
perfect. 

Thus 


.- 


20 The LIFE of ADAM. 
| Thus bs the Heavens, the moſt petſecz of 
3: cones .thmys,.: were the firſt work of 

thd Onmipittence of God, ſo he reſerved 

Man for ther laſt, as the moſt, accompliſhed 
of. living ereatures; and beſides, ſidce he 
was deſtined to reign over all human ki 
it was very reaſonable that ſubjects houl 
de provided for him, ee Adr 
exerciſe his iu | 


os 0 24 5% 128 5T5 12 -- 


erf bmi felt PTY 
his Creatar's goodneſs, ſcarce, had he ta 
cd. the. fruits, 8 from the Rep 


Fideng he he was. one, 5 eee bim 


| CNS 28 it 8 po 1 85 | 
manfhip: The Creator would not form him 
in panne, leſt that having never ſeen any 
emther places, he ſhould. miſtake that {gs his 
natural habitation, __ thaw the gift of * 
Mme 9 12407; es. 


of With. 
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Without doubt God uſed him thus, to 
the end, that the fear of lofing the poſſeſ- 
ſion of Paradiſe, might make Adam more 
careful and diligent to keep his divine pre- 0 


cepts; or to take away the opportunity of | 


his complaining, that he wits banifhed from 
a place, which he thought belonged to im 
by birthright: Perhaps God alſo did it; that 
Adam might be more exacih obeyed by 
every thing which was in the terreſtrial 
paradife; fot we generally are deficicnt'in 
dur duty and obedicnee, as foon as we are 

too well n. che original of 


thoſe, to whom e a: to pay them; 
for che Wonid ſubmit dime to a ereature, 


who had juſt been formed of N Wan # 
1 mud of the Earth. 


Morcorcr, God — not l? Adam 
to remain in the place where he had been 


formed, leſt he ſhould ingratefully trample 

lately made, or that neglecting to adore 
the 3 TT of his Creator, : be 
| ſhould 


2 
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each other the glory of making it moſt 
agreeable. It was a work juſt newly riſen 


_ ſhould: fall into idolatry; for it. ig natural 
tio man to r eee ee | 


flled with al ſorts of pleaſures, | enriched 


with the. flowets of the ſpring, and fruits 


of autumn, which ſeemed to diſpute with 


from the hands of God; and it is no won- 


der, if the plants there poſſeſſed, more ex- 
cellent qualities, than thoſe which are cul- 


tivated by the hands of men. This delight- 


ful place was not expoſed to the rigours of the 
ſeaſons ; the ſcorchings of ſummer, and the 


hoar froſts of winter could not affect the 


beauties of it; and nothing but ſweet per- 
fumes of the zephyrs fanned that climate. 


The moſt impetuous winds came, with 


reverence, to kiſs the leaves in that delight- 


ful garden; the ſnow fell there without ice, 
and the hail without doing any damage: In 
N ” ſhort, 
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bon, the qualities of hot and cold, dry and 


wet, by a wonderful union, produced 2 
rele, f ed 


| has fall was 85 7 fl, and. yinld- 


el with profuſion, every thing which was 


uſeful for the neceſſity or pleaſure of man. 
The air was always ſerene; the heayens 


poured forth nothing but ſweet and health- 


ful influences; and there were no trees 


which were not loaded with fruit. It was 
to the glory and greatneſs of God, that it 
produced nothing unfruitful; it is ſin that 


has communicated ns, even. in 


| plants. F 7 


You might 88. in \ that TR all the 
different kinds of birds, who, by the va- 
riety of their plumage, and the ſweetneſs 
of their ſinging, equally entertained the 
eyes and ears. The moſt fierce and ve- 
nomous beaſts, being there diſpoſſeſſed off 
their natural ferocity and poiſon, lived to 


4 The LIPE nn a 
gether, without dibrder, and were not 
formidable to maß. , oy 


In the molt RC 4 of that 
garden, the Creator Planted: the tree of 
fe, which fi d all others in grandeur 
and beauty; its; fruit was not only uſeful 
for phyſic to man, delivering kim from all 
human inſirmities, but it had even the vir. 
tue to preſerve him from death. It was, 
for that reaſon, called the tree of life, be- 
cauſe God had giyen it tec 2 pres 
ſarvingithe life of" mad. A 


| There was, beſides, in that aclightful 
abode, the tree of the knowledge of good 
and evil; called thus, not becanſe it bore 
in itſelf the knowledge of goed and evil, 
but becauſe God would make manifeſt, by 
its means, the good and evil of man, by 


» by 


trying his obedienee: Perhaps, alſo 

that name, God deſigned to frighten the 
man, and drive him from the fatal tree ; 
ſince being * acquainted with good, 


by 
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by his own knowledge, he ſoul not trou- 
ble himſelf to know evil. "Fx apr 


That gardch, e to ; hs e 
opinion, Was 2s fitusted in Eviv, an eaſtern 
country, neighbouring ts, or even in, 
Mrso OT AULA; it ws watered by a river, 
which, dviding elf into four parts form- 
ed the Gavocrs, the Tionts, the Evyir- 
RATES, art the Nil; but che waters of 
the Aetyge walk fuch treat devaſtations on 
the earth, that they entirely changed tit | 

ſpring | and courſe of thoſe four 122 12 
rivers, 


— 


Wal dls x) ess Grp Shins ti 
delightful place, with all the whderſtand.. 
ing thet God had enlightened his foul, 
ſeeing kümfelf become immortal by the 
omnipotent Power of God, although he 
22 ſubject to death, becauſe he 


245 ently, Table to, four. qualities, arhjeh 
delt Hes and finding himſelf . 


6 Air E of abate. 


ty: of enjoying the glory and! happineſs which 


| duced, now created the favourite, 2 and al- 


moſt the companion of God, and' by. that 
means. delivered from the, boiterous paſ- 


| fions which ſpring from our ſenſual appe- 


tites, which 7 ſo many diſtempers in 
our ſouls; 45 and finding himſelf inſpired with 


2 perception, which gave him a perfect 


knowledge of all the ſciences, and an un- 
of the different qualities of | 


3 Plants, ſtones, and animals of the nature 


of the elements, of the ſtars, and of heaven; * 


in ſhort, ſeeing himſelf, with the ſceptre in 


his hang, maſter of paradiſe, and all created 
beings; after having often gazed, qu; the 
heavens, with an amazement, cauſed by the 


Knowledge of God himſelf, he caſt himſelf 


at the feet of his Creator, and a 
thank and praiſe him thus. Hinter 2g 


14 


O Lord, 1 Wall übt udettike a 
thee for bf many Kiridieſſes, leſt I ſhould 


undervalue, by the lownels of my expreſ- 1 
ſions, by 


7 i 
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adhs, the-greatneſs of the-favours-which = 
thou - leſt heaped upon meg and ich my 
mind cynnoteomprohentÞ -- Aflmiration - 
—— —— — 


liberty of ſprech in leſs. | What tongue, 


worthily praiſe! the gieatneſd of him, and 
thank him fbr all his: gifts. What thoughts 
could 1 employ, in returning thanks to a 
| God, who has even! been pleaſed to com» 
mumicate ſome part of his divinity to me!? 
I dare not endeuvour 16 pruiſe thee, berauſo 
there are no praiſes which do not fall ſhort 
ef the” value ef that” ſupreme” yoodnels; 
wich is ſo igecmprehenfmle that” every 
_— ought te confeſs itſelf incapable _ 
of publiſhing its wonders. He who pre- 
tends 20 praiſe thee worthily; eicher Knows 
thee fot, or is dnwörtky te know thee. | 
To tell thee, Lord, that” thou art infinitely 

greater tham the greateſt” things, is the 
higheſt praiſe which my tengue can give 
thee, and t is, nevertheleſs, the ſmalſeſt 
ty greameſs ſhoult Teaeive.” ' Wharfo- 


9 ever 
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to condeive a cats en e hs 
enlogy;' I. could never find any which 
were capable of explaining excellencies 
which ſurpaſs all my ideas! Even though 
I ſhould offer thee, according to my heart's. 
defire;” 4 ſacrifice of my being; 1 Ihould 
then offer thec nothing, but what is thine 


own; becauſe I have nothing which 1 have 
; not received from thy liberality, which has 


deen pleaſed, by an ineconceivable benifi- 


cence,” to beſtow upon me my very ſelf. 
I notwithſtanding; offer this part of me, of 
which, by a particular, bounty, thou didſt 
vouchſafe to give me the ſovereign do-— 
minion. Do not diſdain it, O Lord, 
ſince it bears the ſtamp of thy image. 
What greater thing can I preſent to thee, 
than the,, lkeneſs of. thyſelf! 1 Can diſ- 
poſe of it by e, the exceſs 
of thy liberality has granted me; for 
without it 1 ſhould not be permitted to 
diſpoſe of the air I breathe. Thus ſince I 
am no but what thou didſt pleaſe: I ſhould a 


{ * *; 
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be;;:L:ſhall bel hettafter but chat thou ſhall 
_—_— 215 nt ot zg Gb #4 


i; of, Inbaironzac. 03. toro 


e ee Adam's l. | 
courſe; for he being his work, he could 
not help loving. him, and conſequently. to 

bear him with the tenderneſs natural to a 
father, at the voice of his on child; it is 
„ Jaws: 


- 14 A * ir 


1 1 wa ith. — more Pleaſure 


8 vou, the diſpoſition . of your heart, 


to poſſeſs the perfect affeQion of which, 1 
will preſcribe no other laws than thoſe of 


your own will. See theſe birds, theſe fiſhes, 
aud all the other animals of the cart; 1 
made them for you: Lput them under your 
government, and you may diſpoſe of them 
as you pleaſe; you ſhall find them always 
ready to receive your commands, and to 
execute your orders; neither the ſwift | 
neſs of ſome, or the fierceneſs of, others, 


ſhall make em rebellious to your com- 
mands; 
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ande; give to each of them fuch names 
as you pleaſe; to the end, that being 
obliged to acknowledge you for their 
Lord, they may ferve-you more wilkngly ; 
and, in retutn for ſo mwny things I have 
been pleaſed to eonfer upon you, I expect 
| but your grateful acknowledgment, If I 
give you the dominion of the curch, u is 
very reafonable that 1 ſhould reſerve the 


ſovereign authority for rayfelf, as a light = 


Tribute, and a mark of my Majeſty and 
your dependance. Take care you tafte not 
the fruit of the tree of xhowledge of good 
and evil; for if you car you ſhall, | perhaps, 
de fubject to Death. | 


Adam firſt Wed ee Sher; nad. then 
alt other animale, o reach Sovcrcigns to 
take particular care of rhoſe ſubjects who. 
are moſt diſtant from their perſons; be- 
cauſe they are moſt cxpoſed to the. oppreſ« 
ſion of thoſe to whom they truſt thrir au · 

5 or to give: chem to underſtand, 


nn ought particulariy to protect 
0 thoſe 


Aer ba 


thoſe who, like kſhes, have not the mn | 
alen CHAR > 


* i , \* Sogn „i io: r 

| God! forbids! to "Aid: the uſe of "the | 
butt of 'the wer of knowledge” of Good 
and Evil, leſt he hould exereiſe with pride 
the command he had given him over all 
_ creatures, ' willing that he ſhould com- 
mand _ 7 reſtri&ion of being com- 
bles more the pride of kings, than to ee 
abs ba to laws : perhaps alſo, 
that that fruit having- the virtue of reveal. 
ing to man the infirmities of his nature, | 
God forbids it to Adam, becauſe he would - | 
ſet him above all thoſe diſqui des Which 
Accompany our bodily wants, to the 
that he might entirely way, himſelf o the 
gere of his . | be MJ 2697 


38 Gal er i dum vol 8 8 
command which” be had laid upon him, 
of not taſting 8 en of the Tree of 
Knowledge of good and evir; and never- 
theleſs - 


21 


2 «yt 


„% WIFE of ADAM: 
thelcſh he does not fail forbidding. him; | 
to teach us that tho' the laws are violated, 
they are not the leſs neceſſary; farther, 


how would God have diſplay d the.glory 
of his merey ? How would be have. made 


known the excels. of his goodneſs ? and in 


what manner would he have manifeſted his 


e kindneſs if he ks Hot peru 
the fin man. 


" F , 
= 4 - * 


7 is the "R inch ch bebte, 
ens to puniſh the diſobedience of A 
becaule it is the laſt of evils, and the moſt 
terrible of all ings. Au other evils and 
pains have no other bitrernefs, but in pro- 
Pottike! fo Vi bed "of death, Whith' is 
the point where alt the tulferings of tis world 
terminates. The? the Divine Majefty might 
' Threaten man with the pains of Hell, yet de 
was pleaſed to make uſe of a chatte ment 
which was inevitable even by e ; 
Ince he knew that the, prodpett of a gr | 
misfortune i is leſs capable to affect and u . 
midate man, than the certain infliction of 
a leſs. Aﬀter- 
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the animate of the earth, to oome into the 
prefence- of Adam, that they might receive 
their names, from him to whom his wiſdom 


kad giyen a perfect knowledge of their na. 


ture: He acted thus to convince Adam, by 


the high obligation he had ta his Creator, 
for having form'd bim fo. different from 
ether animals, and fa much above them. 


begin their obcifance to him. Perhaps he 
alſo permitted Adam to give. names to all 


created beings according to their nasure, for 
this great purpoſe, that knowing by this 


means the Freak of the wiſdom with 


which he was endowed, he could not al. 


| ledge 1 ignorance for an, excuſe of his fin. 


All the acimale came by couples. to re- 


which the greas Aubor of nate had pe 


ſcribed; . 


23. 
Afterwarda God cauſed che birds, and alt + 


|  ercated to reign. over all the canth, migbt 
| know his ſubjeCts, and that they ſhould then 
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ſeribed; then Adam, enthron'd on an emi- 
- nence; with a equntenance full of majeſty, 

| names ſuitable to their reſpec- 


| _ they kept 'till che confuſion. of languages. 


The fiſh did not preſent themſelves before 

Adam, whether becauſe they could not live 
out of their element, or that they were uſe- 
leſs to man, who did not then make uſe of 
them for his nouriſhment; or whether God 
would make known by that means, that 
great men in future ages would not trouble 
themſelves about the poor, who not being 
able to go from their houſes to accompany 


their maſters, do not Rae: 


their commands. 


God willingly permitted Adam to give 
names to all animals, but he would not 
ſuffer him-to impoſe one on himſelf; to 
make him underſtand, that as all other 
creatures were inferior to him; becauſe 
they were indebted to him for their names, 
"IN on the: contrary, ſhould acknowledge 

pod: him 
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him ford his aber wiis had- given nim! 
h ; u Fine vie 
1 633 QF $37 * | 
In the mean time God l thie OY 
was not convenient for the man to live 
alone, becauſe the greateſt pleaſures give 
but imperfect reliſh when we have no 
body to ſhare them, and moręoyer having 
the higheſt point of his glory to manifeſt 
in actions of , mercy,; by forgiving}. ſins, 
Divine Providence would not permit the 
man to fall into ſin without an accomplice, 


and without being ſtrongly ſolicited ic it. 


3 it wot; . 
He then — to provide a companion 


for Adam like to himſelf, that he might. 
love her and help her more willingly. For 
that reaſon he made him fall into, I know 
not whether I ſhould call it CIP or © 
deep deep. 41:7 T 


. It was an effed of the goodneſs of God: to 
Adam, to be pleas'd that he ſhould ſleep 
at that time, very well knowing that in a 

a D little 
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little time be ſhould loſe his reft in the com. 
| pany of his wife; perhaps alſo he obliged - 

him to ſhut his eyes, to teach us that he 
would bave men remain ignorant of the 
knowledge of Divine Operations: Or Adam 
being ende w' d with the fpritof prophecy, 

might foreſee the evils which the birth of 
Eve ſhotld\ cauſt to all mankind; thus 
God, perhaps, throws him into a deryficep, 
leſt he ſhould oppoſe. the creation 'of' his 
wife: beſides men fuffer with pain to have 
any thing taken from tfem which is their 
property, tho” it were even to their advan- 
tage; for that reaſon God ſecretly takes, 
in Adam's ſleep, what very likely he would 


not have chearfulſy given. 


Wilt Adam, buried ade bus of re- 
poſe, enjoy'd. thoſe agreeable dreams in 
which the Divine Wiſdom reveal d' the moſt 
hidden ſecrets of future ages, God, whoſe 
power is not limited, took, without awaking 
him, wih that delicacy which may be con- 
ceiv'd only in the Divine Hand, a rib of 

which 
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which he form'd Eve; filling the hollow = 
the ſide from hende 3 on 5 
He n WIE FT 
man, to expreſs the union and love which 


ſhould ſubſiſt in the marriage Rate ; or 


to advertiſe the woman that ſhe ſhould 
obey the man,; arid acknowledge him for 
the cauſe of her being; he took the mat- 
ter of which he made her from Adam's left | 
fide, to notify, that the woman ſhould be 

che heart, not the head of the man. : 


God is ſo excellent that nothing can go 
out from bis hands imperfe& ; but now con- 
cern'd in the perſon of the woman about a 
work accompanied with many Imperfec- 
tions, he without doubt will'd, that the man 
ſhould contribute ſomething to it, to'the 
end that whatſoever was imperfect in her, 
the ſhould derive not from him, but man. 


But how came it it to paſs, that God whe 
| D 2 had 


* 
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had created man inthe verdant field, creat- 
ed woman in the earthly paradiſe ? was it 


not to take away the opportunity of com- 


plaining that ſhe was inferior to the man; 


ſince ſhe exceeded him in birth, having the 


advantage of coming from a more magnifi- 
cent place? It may alſo be ſaid, that God 
would teach her by that means, that a wo- 
man whoſe birth was ſo noble, ſhould not 


abuſe herſelf by attending to the lies of n 


infamous ſerpent ; or, very probable, he 

was perſuaded, that ſhe being charm'd with 

the beauties and delights of Paradiſe, would 

fly from ſin, through the fear of loſing fo 

invaluable a bleſſing. But. did not ſhe, who 

- ſhould be the delight of man, deſerve to be 
born in a 288 of pleaſures. 


God could have created at once many 
men and women, to people the world in a 
leſs ſpace of time; but he will'd them all to 
deſcend from one father and mother, to the 
end chat all men being brothers, they might 

take 
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take care to preſerve baus them. peace 


concord, and love. T 


Did it not ſeem, that God in creating 
dut one woman for Adam, gave men to 
underſtand, that they ought to content 
themſelves with one marriage? but perhaps 
he did it for another reaſon, that is, that he 
would not increaſe his labours in giving him 
many wives, there being nothing more ca- 
pable of exerciſing the patience of man, and 
of troubling his repoſe, than the cares of 
marriage. . 


Adam was ſcarce awake but he caſt his 
eyes on the woman whom God, had juſt 
made; he found her fo beautiful, that to 
fee, admire, and love, were inſtantaneous 
acts in him. Such exquiſite. beauty bloomꝰ d 
in her countenance, that it would have been 
rather an effect of ſtupidity, than prudence, 
not to deſire the poſſeſſion of her. It muſt 
be confeſs d that beauty has great power, 


it reduces to ſavery, with a pleaſing tyran· 
D 3 ny. 


rr — ——— — 
n S 
* 
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ny, the moſt noble an moſt va- 


liant minds. 


Adam, who had never ſeen han one, was 


now ſtruck with amazement to ſee two 


| bright ſuns beaming from between her eye- 


lids; he could not forbear admiring thoſe 
graces, which raviſh'd him with a pleaſing 
violence, from the contemplation of ſomany 
other. things, which he eſteem'd, without 
doubt, greater, tho' not ſo attracting. He 
beheld in Eye a decent gravity, accompa- 
nied with ſo much tenderneſs, that ſhe 
forced his heart to ſubmit itſelf to love. 
Her hair flowing in natural ringlets, was 
more beautiful than the fine-burniſh'd gold. 
To ſee it deſcend from ſo lovely a head, it 
might be ſaid that the zephyrs, envious of 
its great beauty, had undertaken to carry it 
off. Was not Adam highly excuſable in 


not being able to refuſe ſo honourable a 


priſon; Her arms and hands which ſeem'd 
to be compos'd of the united whiteneſs of 


milk and alabaſter, had * the firmneſs 
of 
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of marble and ſhe ſeem'd to be about.15, 
or 16 years old. In ſhort, ſhe was altoge- 
ther ſo beautiful, that envy, herſelf would 

have been forc'd to ſpeak her eulog. 


| Eve; although conſtrain'd by the modeſty 

which is natural to her ſex, could not help 
giving liberty to her eyes, to admire the 
graceful mien of him whom'providence had 
deſtin'd. for her huſband. Her eye repre- 
ſented Adam in the prime of youth and 
vigour ; a circumſtance moſt acceptable to 
the fair ſex, as they ſhould not he ſurpaſs'd 
in delicacy. She ſaw on his countenance 
the choiceſt gifts of nature, and obſery'd 
in him that age, which being no more ſub. 
je& to levity and inconſtancy, begins to be 
accompanied with ripe and ſolid judgment. 


Whilſt Eve thus abandon'd her mind to 
the pleaſure of beholding Adam, he, charm- 
ed with her beauty, was on the brink of 
adoring her as adivinity; and certainly if he 
had not known by the rays of the divine 
oth; | reve- 
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revelation, that ſhe was a part of himſelf, | 
diſobedience wauld not have noun the firſt 
© crime of man. a 


Alter having kept ſilence for fa time, 

be could not, at length, reſtrain his tongue 
from expreſſing the ſentiments of his heart, 
in ſuch tender and moving words as are 
generally in the mouths of lovers. | 


Lovely part of my ſelf, whom I cheriſh 
more than my life, ſaid he to her with a 
paſſionate air, you are not only bone of my 
bone, or fleſh of my fleſh, you are alſo foul 
of my ſoul; and I ſhould fay more, if my 
tongue was able to expreſs what my heart 
feels for thee, Suffer that I offer to love 
and ſerve thee, fince being both of us form- 
ed from the fame beginning, we are bound 
to unite our hearts and wills, 


You fhall de calt'd for the future, a part 
of man; I foreſee that thoſe whoa fhall de- 
Feend from us, ſhall forfake their houſes, 
hall renounce the love of their fathers, and 
2: — 
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the tenderneſs of their mothers,. to join 
' themſelves to a woman, and to follow the 
wife which is allotted them. The woman 
ſhall do it as well as the men, and with much 
more eagerneſs, as they ſhall be more ſuſ- 
| ceptible of the tender paſſion. | 


Leet us ſtop — l pray, and reflet up- 5 
on the weakneſs of human nature. Adam 
was ſcarce come from the hands of his crea- 


tor; he was yet in the preſence of God, 5 


who ſaw the wandering of his heart: never- 


theleſs, at the firſt fight of the woman, he 


loſes the : remembrance of things which 
ſhould wholly employ him, in the contemp- 
lation of the divine majeſty. It is this woman 
alone who now gives him contentment and 
delight, and he calls her the ſole object of all 
his deſires : In ſhort, woman have received 
from heaven the power of exerciſing ſo 
ſweet a ſovereignty, that he muſt be ſtupid, 
or want ſenſation, that diſputes with them 
the empire of hearts. He who. can reſiſt 
the charms of a woman's beauty, either is 


not 


* „ „ om „„ 


my 
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not a man, or has ſupernatural gualifica- 


| "Notwithſtanding this, God, who faw 
with what tranſports Adam expreſs'd the 
affection of his heart, far from being angry 
at a conduct which was fo little reſpectful, 


ſays to them, with an ee worthy 
of his bounty: 


"dip ene alt; thats Serene. phones - 


| which appear before your <yes, all theſe 


trees which you ſee loaded with fo many 
different fruits, arc ſo many -preſents which 
I make you; you may uſe them for your 
food ; for I have given them the qualities of 


nouriſhing your bodies and pleaſing your 


 palates, There is nothing in this garden 
which is not fruitful, and which was not 
made for you. I have here produc'd every 


thing in great abundance, that thoſe ex- 
ceeding your wants, may. ſerve the birds, 
beaſts, andall the other animals of the earth : 
For my providence extends to all my crea- 


' tures, He who has known how to form 


vou; 
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you, has alſo known how to provide for 
your neceffities and prefervation, I give 
you my bleſſing; and I foretell, that there 
ſhall ſpring from you à fruitfu? race, who 
ſhall people the whole world. Increaſe then 
and multiply, fince the earth is to be in- 


* en r 


Divine Providence album: to man for 
is nouriſhment the fruit of all the trees, and 
the ſubſtance of every plant, that we ſhould 
underſtand, that in the innocency of Adam, 
all trees were fruitful, and all herbs health- 
ful. Sin, which brought the eurſe upon the 
earth, has introduced barronentfs to plants, 
and communicated 'pvifor to herbs; and 
who knows but God Fas ordered man to 
nouriffh himſeff withthe fruits of the earth, to 
tract him frugality and temperance : Plain 
foreſeeing, that the debauchery of the pa. 
late ſhould force him one day to depopulate 
the air, and to ranſack the very abyſs of the 


ſea to gratify his appetite ! 


% 


After 


— 
* 


4 
. 
| 
| 
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After Adam had fully ſatisfy d the plea - 


dure he had conceived in the contemplation 
of his wife's beauty, his reaſon being a lit-, 


tle recover'd from its wandering, he warn'd: 
her not to touch that fatal fruit, which 
ſhould'bring death into the world. Such is, 
ſaid he, the eu of our maſter ; and 
to diſobey him would be a great ingrati- 
tude, and an impious crime. He would 
drive us with juſtice from this delightful 
place, and would take from us the domi- 
nion he has given us over all Creatures. 
He who does not know how to obey his 
ſuperiors, is unworthy of their regard; if 
obedience is neceſſary in all ſubjects, how 


much more ought it to be ſo in us, who have. 
a God who treats us with ſo much munifi- 


cence, that not ſatisfied to make us like. 
himſelf, has beſides been pleaſed to com- 
municate part of his divinity to us ! 


This prohibition made Eve curious ; for 
it is awaking the curioſity of a woman to 
forbid her any thing. The prohibition ex- 

, Cites 
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cites and inffames her defires; which-are ge- 

nerally violent ſer dings which are permit- 
ted, but infatiable-for thoſe forbidden. Fre- 
2 that impatience; which dug 
the grave of their happiheſt, ſne forſakes 
Adam, to-enjoy-without witneſs or reprnaauh = 
the: ſighy of a fruit, whick-ſheoſtvem'l the 
moſt exquiſite of all . was 
forbidden. 


| . dhonry Mat: - 
band, the nearer ſho approaches to her deſ- 
tructiom: as long as! ſho' ſeparates: herſelf _ 
from him, ſho isl in: dunger of ruining har 
{elf ;- beeauſe ſhe grves: opportunity and a- 
ſarance to all the world to lay mares for 


temptation: of ac. ſernent:, Ilie moon is: c. 
clipsg:d& when: ĩt is: tuo: near: the: fum;: but: a 
woman, om the: ſuffers: a: fatal e- 

ollpie in her virtue when dbo ir remoid from. 
her huſband, © 


. 
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. Eve having found the forbidden tree, ap- 


plied herſelf to the admiring its fruit with 
Jo much curoſity, that ſhe gave the devil an 
opportunity to tempt her. He cannot do 


much miſchief if admiſſion is not given him; 


and it is taking a e, power, to take a- 


way his opportunit But curioſity pro- 
duces fin, as fin is produc'd by diſodedi- 
ence. a ; 


Among many different ſpecies of ani. 
mals, there was a ſerpent, whoſe - counte- 
ance nearly reſembled the face of: a young 
virgin. God had given him cunning; and 
there was no animal under heaven equal to 
him in craft and underſtanding. It was 


him whom the devil made choice of to be 


the inſtrument of his malice, envious as he 


Vas of the happineſs of man, who though 


form'd the laſt, and from the moſt deſpica- 


ble materials, nevertheleſs triumph'd over 


him through the power he had over the 
world, and the poſſeſſion of his Creator's 
favour. 


N ; The 
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That perfidious deceiver made uſe of a 


ſerpent, who had the face of a young vir- 
gin, to teach 'us, that traitors always con- 
_ ceal their treaſon under the veil of ſimplicity 
and innocence ; or otherwiſe, becauſe” he 


did not think himſelf able to deceive a Wo- 


man, unleſs he made uſe of the voice "and 
face of a woman. "FAKE ION 
e Devil undertook: to tempt the wo- 
man, and not the man, becauſe he knew 
that ſhe was more credulous, and leſs capa- 
ble of reſiſting. To make himſelf maſter 
of Evz's Will, he made his firſt attack on 
her weakeſt ſide. He knew that men ſel- 


dom give credit to proiniſes that are made 
them, and that they are more eaſily impos'd 


upon by , believing the errors of:other mien, 
than in letting themſelves be decciv'd by 
their own. That enemy of mankind: wait- 
ed till Eve had conceiv'd in her heart the 
deſire of taſting the forbidden fruit, and 


then addreſs'd her with EINE 


A 7 for his poiſon. 


* 


* E 2 Thou 
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-_ Thou moſt " bomutifal of all nes 
precious gift of Heaven, ho . art the hap- 


deeingyou! When I amine you, I think 
mat this garden cannot be dignified with 
the name of Paradiſe. any longer: than it en- 
goys your preſonce, which.can make happy, 
not only hearts, but even ꝓlants, and the 
moſt inſenſible ſtones. L 


- But Tintroat-you no :7 remove e 
hy · did not Gad permit yon to cat of all 
ce fruit of this garten, ſinar they are Jeft 
_ to the will of even the moſt deſpicable ani- 
mala, xchich are 10 delicate, that it isa fuſſi- 
cient recommendation to ſay, chat they urr 
the truits of Paratiſe Was it not a enough 

0 have added to the hi af nature, to which 
you are ſubject, another fupernatural dam, 
which you are abkg d to keep, without im- 
poſing an you kr wie mabolnte command, 
to which he dons mot ſubjeſt rven abe irra- 
Wim mimak. "That God is cootammly 100 
ſevere who forbid you the uſc uf he fruits 
* 


Pineſs of. all thoſe v ho have. the pleaſure 1of 
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of the earth; he is too avaricious to reſerve. 


to himſelf what. nature gives you; and I 


commiſerate, your being confined | under 


ſuch reſtrictions, as you cannot live without 3» 


9G umpoſſibilities. PE 


6 


How great is the malice of the eilt. 


God had forvia the fruit of one ſingle tree; 


and to render s command more n. 


this malicious ſpirit aſks, why he has forbid. 
them all; as if the ſtrictneſs of the com- 
mand excus'd in any ſhape the contempt of 


it; and that it was leſs criminal to violate 


a cllunand which brought more. difficul- | 


ties than could the infraction of! it. 2250 


2 . 


„Bee i not furpriſed to hear a ſerine 


x 


enk either ſhe perſuaded herſelf that it 


was an effect of the Divine Omnipoterice, 
or that ſhe did not reflect on the miracle, 
after the manner of women, who do not 
even conſider whither the things with which 


they flatter themſelves are againſt nature, 


wher once they are prejudiced with falſe 
appearances. 


1˙ĩ⁊ T 
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to behold with pleaſure things that reſem- 
ble us; beſides all animals were ſubmiſſive 


und I am not {0 fooliſh as to be willing by 


She was not Netz d with hotror at the 
preſence of the ferperit, becmiſe feving it 
Exe to her on fate, Tt was more capable 
of ' indpiring joy, than frar. It is natoral 


to man in his tate af innocence, and con- 


ſequently he could neither hurt nor terrify 
her. God made him ſubject to no pains = 
e dre a 
own miſcondud.. Ns | 


Eve anſwer 4 the ſerpent, the prohibi- 


tion which God has given us, is not ſo 


general as you ſay. Every tree of the gar- 
den is ours, and we may ent at our 'own 


choice all forts of fruit. There is only the 


fruit of this trec, which is m the midſt of 
the garden, that is forbidden us. God com- 
manded-us not te touch it, left we thonld, 


dying is ſuſſicient to moderate all deſires ; 


an 


nennen 


impious rranſgroffien to dere Ly 
ris anger ad ä 


The Divine Majeſty had Þochid the G- 
ing of the fruit of the tree of knowledge of 
good and evil; nevertheleſs Eve ſays, that 
| he had alſo forbid the touching of its "ul, 
being a woman, ſhe could not relate a 
„ 


"Perhaps: alto, that Fry who knew the 
| weakneſs of 115 wife, had told her thus, to 
take from her 3 an opportunity of finning. 
For if we are once captivated with the ap- 

pearance of any thing, tho ſinful, it is S 
moſt impoſſible to refrain from It. It is 
either too preſumptuouſly thinking too well 
of ourſelves, or expoſing ourſelves willin gly 
to fin, to dare touch wich tank is 


"why FOR eve ih 8 ack PI 
ment for the breach of that command 
which God had given them, when the fays, 
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Leſtwe ſhould, perhaps, beſubje& to death? 
It is becauſe we repreſent to ourſelves thoſe 
things to be eaſy, and of little er, which 
we ſtrongly. deſire; and beſides We gener- 
ally are uncertain of the chaſtiſements of 
God; and this weakneſs, is the patticular 
1 of womeh. 


„ *"- 
8 111 V '< 


The Devil, Reer by the lie ind 


unbelief of me begins to Conceive fome 


9 „ 


her to break the command of God. To 
perſuade her, he makes uſe of a wonderful 


| artifice he. endeavours to take from her 


the” apprehenſion of the puniſhment with 
which God had threaten'd their diſobedi- 
ence, and to make her conceive hopes of 


the moſt defirable of all good things. I 10 
| Wake courage, raid he to her, and batiſh 


your fear; death is but an imaginary evil; 


it is a phantom to ſcare weak minds; - ho- 

can a being die Which comes from the 

hands of God! ? Would i it not be doing too 
gre 


454 
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| like thunder, ſtrikes at the moſt exalted 


fruit the eyes of your underſtanding Thall be 
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great un injury to dt Divine Artiſt to l. 
fert, chat uus werk is periſhable ? A being 


which takes its exiſtence from Goll, <cavnor 
be again 'redwcrd Yo nething without the 


_ wamihiſation of God himfſolf. He has kchreae- 


<n'd yon with-teath, becauſe it is the cu. 
tom of thoſe who command, to make un- 
reaſonable puniſhments fear'd, in order to 


bo he ery d with a blind obedience. He for- 
Þ 


you to- taſte of that fruit, becaule be 
Fears you ſhonld | be equal to him: for he 
who holds a ſupreme authority, cannot ſuf. 


fer acompetitor, without indignation. Envy 


things; Divinity itſalf is notoutof its reach. 
God very well knows that by cating of this 


opened, and that you will have the know- 
ledge of Good and Evil; tis that know. 
ledge. that senders him ſo excellent and 


wonderful, and conſtitutes kis Divinity. 
Thee werds of the Serpent were falſe, 
inpioss, abfard, and incredible; he makes 


. 
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wo God a lyar, and envious; he: maintained 

+ chat a tree had the virtue of, imparting wif 

2 dom, and that by cating. of its fruit men | 

ſhould become equal to God. In the mean 
time the woman, deceived by falſe appear- 
ances, does not perceive ſoi impioug: a falſity, 
and fo little like to truth. 


The inibition of making herſelf equal to 
God, and the deſire of taſting the forbidden 
fruit had blinded | her- underſtanding, and 
eclipſed her reaſon. Is their any thing 
more impoſſible, and more contrary to rea- 
ſon, than to attribute a lye to truth, and 
envy to eſſential goodneſs? In ſhort, to pre- 
tend to acquire the wiſdom and likeneſs of 
| God by cating the fruit of a tree? All that 
paſſes notwithſtantling for truth, in the mind 
of a woman, who often miſtakes ſhadows 
for fubſtantial forms when it coincides with 
their own defire. Could not Eve have ſaid 
to the ſerpent; ! If thy words are not deceit- 
ful, why do not you-take of this fruit, and 
| ons yourſelf: what you . others ? 
1.93 | How 
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How have I deſerved ſo much reſpeck from 


you, that you are willing to procure me ſo 


great a good, and make me acquire before 
yourſelf the extraordinary: privilege of be- 
coming a Divine Being ? Lat firſt of this 


fruit, and give me, by that trial, a proof of 
the integrity of your promiſe. - Why has 


| God created this tree, or why did he not 
take it away, if he had forbid us the uſe of 


it, only becuule- he 11 2 905 us _ 8 a- -hap- 


Pa 


£ = 
; #7 


This ibis. woman beitet every 


thing, becauſe ſhe deſires; ſhe does not 
contradict, becauſe ſhe perſuades herſelf 
that it is a leſs fault to ſin in venturing to 


come at the truth, than to forego even the 


abſurd eps tot oF it by not Trang the 
nnn, g 4 


The wat of hs ae were mk | 


ever full of fraud and ambiguity ; whilſt 
he aſſures the woman that they would not 


die by cating-the forbidden fruit, it might 


be 


— 


1 
— I 
= 

—_ 


— — 


4 W. LR 
be.undenſtped: that they hould nom die at: 


_ that fame; haur, Orr with regard tod their | 


ſouls... When, he ſays that the eyes of their 
underſtaading ſhould: be open d; that: is, 


that they: ſhould be ſain effet, ta behold 


their miſery and canfuſion aſter fin; When: 
| he-promiſes them that they-ſlinll be a Gods, 

perhaps ha means like Devils : In: ſhort, the 
knowledge of gaod and evik might be c 
plaincd,.the- privation of gaadiwhich! Adam 


' ſhould loſe, and the unhappy expericnee: of- 


evil which Adam ſhould acquire after his 
fin: The Devil isa dangerous ſophiſtor. 


Eye: had already examined this tene with. 
ſome. curiaſity ;.-but.after- the ſergent's diſe. 
courſe the began ta canſidor it, with a.vios, 
lent deſire of taſtingſits fruit; her. cyes;drow. 
her ſoul into error, and imagining, that the, 
goodneſs of its fruit muſt equal the beauty 
of; the tree; ſhe; pleaſed: lier ſelf antremely 
with the thoughts: of being: able to taſtet fav 
exquilite: a fruit. Qne:would imagine that 


che remuing oftohadiaher and fidelity which 
pol- 
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ſels even the molt rebellious minds; would 
have occaſioned theſe eee i. fore bal? 


fo) 


Wind check thy too curious s vanity ! 
you ſhould obey that God, who after ha- 
ving given you being, ſubmitted all, xa | 
tures to Your re cor era bile 


It is ingratitade, it is fin, to violate- his 
Commandments, who forbids you but the 
fruit of one tree. only ; ; you are permitted 
to eat of all the trees in Paradiſe, except 
that of the knowledge of good and, evil. 


14 


If they are all perfect, and capable of 32 


communicating the knowledge of good, 
Why ſhould we eat of that which gives 
experience of evil? Do not then acquire 
to yourſelves. a knowledge which is impro- 
per for you; for ignorance is preferable to 
the knowledge of evil: Guard yourſelf 
from things forbidden, leſt you ſhould loſe 


the very prerogatives you have. That tree 
which you examine with ſo much curioſity 


* 3 


8 
3 


OO ER —...] «˙²“ͥ] ᷑ UT ĩ .. 
” 4 * ö | y * *. 
* OY 


— 
— 
- 4 * 
. 7 K 
* 


* 2 


2 — 


* ae... ne ER 
63 * e _ 


3% The LIFE of ADAM. 


and delight, contains in its frait death, 24 
the ruin of all mankind. What ſignifies 
your admiration of a thirig which cannot be 
uſed without incurring the * diſpleaſure of 
God!? Our hands generally act in obedi- 
ence'to our hearts. It is true, it is not for- 
didden us to look upon the tree, but to 

taſte the fruit; but nevertheleſs, though it 
is not Bout to look upon. it, yet it is the 
original cauſe. Take great care not to cre- 
dit promiſes which cannot be otherwiſe than 


; deceitful, fince they are made by a ſerpent, 


the moſt ſubtil of all creatures: By giving 
an apple he would rob you of paradiſe. Is 
it not treating you like an infant, to at- 
tempt deceiving you with apples ; The moſt 
divine inſpirations are ineffectual to fouls 
-who ſuffer themſelves to be overcome by 
promiſes ; it is impoſſible that they ſhould 
not fall into the precipice, who ſhut their 
eyes, with ſo much pleaſure. againſt their 
own gaod. Eve then lifts her hand to the 


forbidden tree, and having gathered de } 
| fruit, 
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fruit, ſhe eats with a diſobedience not leſs 
wicked! than incxcuſable. | | 


She had already fallen 8 
hing. iufidelity, pride, and gluttony ; and 
to complete her guilt, ſhe now violates the 
law of God : when diſobedience once takes 
poſſeſſion of the ſoul, it hurries it through - 
almoſt an infinite ſeries of crimes.” AU 


. She 83 call Adam to eat firſt” of 
this fruit, as ſhe was obliged to do by the 
laws of dependance; becauſe believing to 
find divinity therein, ſhe would not be an- 
ticipated ; So true it is, that ſelf-intereſt def. 
troys the l. N and of nature. 


Alfter havicg taſted the dun RG being 
fully confirmed in the belief of the ſerpent's 
lyes, who had affured her, that the uſe of 
the forbidden fruit ſhould not cauſe death, 
which ſeem'd to have been juſtified by the 
event; ſhe ſnatches one of the fatal apples, 
and run with precipitation to Adam. As 
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ſhe loved him, ſhe was extremely deſirous of 


communicating ſo great a good to him. 


As ſoon as ſhe ſaw him, the ſays with an 


| dbligingaſmile, My Lord, here is an carneſt 


OL my love; the perſon who knows not how 
to do a good office muſt be a ſtranger to 


love, and love is proportion'd to the mea- 


ſure of kindneſs : I offer you immortality in 
this ſruit, which God had forbid us, becauſe 
the great will not have companions in their 
grandcur. ere is the fruit of the forbid- 
den trec, which for its ſweetneſs and deli- 
cacy excels all the others which we believed 
ſo perfect. You mult not fear the puniſh- 
ment with which we were threatened if 
we eat, ſince I have already 8. and 


yet live. 12 | p 


| Avant ord; interrupting her, with 
an air which expreſſed ſome ſeverity, con- 
tent yourſelf with having, alone, diſobey'd 
the commands of the divine Law, with- 
out deſiring to make me an accomplice in 
your 


The LIFE of ADAM. 33 


your diſobedience. Do not draw others 
to the precipice into which you have fallen. 
I am your huſband, and love you; but 1 

ſhall ſoon become your enemy, when you 
receive other laws than thoſe of my Will. 5 


What may be expected from a woman 
who does not even know how to obey her 
God? What ought I not to fear from the 
extravagance of your defires? fince they 
rebel againſt the obedience that you owe 
to him who has created you. I love you as 
much as your beauty deſerves, as much as 
I am capable, and as far as a human heart 
can love; but I. have not fawning com- 
plaiſance for your errors. It is approving 
of your faults not to puniſh them, and he 
that conſents to the fin of another, de- 
ſerves a greater puniſhment hag he who 


commits it. | 


1 anſwer d to theſe dd th 
with ſighs and tears, a common artifice of 
which women make - uſe, to lay ſnares for 
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We LIFE ADAM. 
the honour, liberty, and ſafety of men. 


She throws herſelf into the arms of Adam, 
and attacks his virtue with ſuch tender ca- 


reſſes and paſſionate embraces, that he lets 


Himſelf be intirely overcome after a faint re- | 
ſiſtance. 


What can't a woman do on an amorous 
heart? what reſolution and conſtancy can- 
not ſhe break through? what will cannot 


ſhe change, and what obſtacles cannot ſhe 


ſurmount ?. He that can reſiſt the violent 
importunities of a woman whom he loves 
tho? he is not God, he muſt have his power 
and ſtrength. | 


Adam yy not be ignorant that it was 
offending God to eat that fruit; but whe- 
ther ſeeing his wife alive, he believed that 
menace of death was made only to fright 
them, or that he perſuaded himſelf that 
divine Juſtice was leſs ſevere in things of 
ſuch little conſequence, or that he imagin- 


ed himſelf able to excuſe his error, by alledg- 
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ing that he had done. it but to pleaſe the 
wife whom God had given him, he at laſt. 
took the fruit, and began to.cat. *Tis won- 
derful, a woman accompliſhes what the * ; 
vil dares not undertake! | | 


Scarce had he fwallow'd. a bine of this | 
fruit, but the repentance which attends the 
greateſt crimes, and that ſecret remorſe 
which torments .the guilty, ſeizes the heart 
of unhappy Adam. He immediately per- 
ceived, as well as his wife; that they were 

naked; whereas before, being cover'd with 
their own innocence, they were ignorant of 
their want of dreſs. | 


| | f 

Their eyes were open'd immediately, 
not that they were before blind; but be- 
cauſe their nakedneſs did not give them 
any trouble; the fleſh of man till then be- 
ing entirely ſubmitted to his will. It failed 
in obedience only to reproach him with his 
crime; and thoſe unhappy wretches per- A 

ceived they were naked, becauſe they were 4 

a | \ . GY de. 4 
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deprived of grace; they knew that their 
ten rebelled againſt their mind. 


| Their eyes began. to ſee, for they then 

perceived what the deſire of fin had hinder. 
ed them from” knowing. They ſaw the 
| ſhares of the , the malice of fin, and 
the certainty of an approaching and inevita- 
ble puniſhment. Man is always blind when 
he fins ; it is not till after the conſumma- 
tion of fin, that he ſees himſelf cover'd with _ 
ſhame and confuſion. It is then that his 
conſcience arms itſelf againſt him, reproah- 
es him with his crime, and pronounces his 
| condemnation. | 


| Nakedneſs, before the diſobedience - of 
Adam and Eve, cauſed the ſame effe& in 
them, which we find when we uncover our 
hands or face. They were like little chil. 
dren, who do not trouble themſelves about 
their. covering, before they have the uſe of 
their reaſon, and who do not bluſh at their 
good and evil. What is the effect of infant 


the extremities of he 
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innocence, in them original juſtice caus'd 


in Adam; neither did the woman know 
' immediately after her own fin, that ſhe was 


naked; whether it was that woman often 
paſs the bounds of modeſty to fatisfy: their 
unruly deſires; or otherwiſe, to make us 
underſtand, that Divine Juſtice puniſhes 
with greater rigour thoſe who make others 
fin, 2 the very ſinners themſelves. 


God would haye our firſt, parents go na- 
ked in paradiſe, becauſe neither the cloaths 
which nature gives, nor thoſe which art has 
invented, could fit them. Thoſe of nature 
were not proper for them, ſince he gave 
them to animals but to ꝗefend them againſt 
d cold; beſides, . 
man being at that time ſurrounded with 
happineſs, he could not be ſubject to the 
extremity of ſeaſons, over which he com- 
manded. Thoſe of art, ſuppoſing that work 
was introduced before this time, were like- 
wiſe improper for them; becauſe it was not 
reaſonable, that thoſe who received their 


bap- 
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ght, that they may fill the eyes with won - 
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e frqra'the bead-ef Gai; Avid be 
employed in laborious cares. God would 


have it ſo, perhaps, to cloath them with the 


ſplendor of his glory, and make them like 


to the angels, who arc thus coveredwith - 


der and admiration :- but ſin has taken from 


man that ſhining effect of the Divine mag- 


nificence, Adam, agitated by the fear of 
God's anger, covers his body with the 
leaves of che fig-tree, perhaps imagining 
that he 1 255 * =" ſin with his ed 


ness. 


 Bitiful effect of fin, which fifls our minds 


with darkneſs, and takes from us the uſe 


of reafon ! Adam is ignorant by becoming 
criminal. He pretends to cover with leaves 


what is impoſſible to conceal ; and perhaps 


ſeeing himſelf naked, he would, through a 
mean and rediculous envy, tp even the 
trees of Paradiſe. 


He covers himſelf with leaves of the fig- 
tree, 


— 
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tree, becauſe that tree being of ane bs. 
ture of the laurel, he thought by that means 


to ſhelter himſelf from the thunder-bolts of 


the Divine indignation, or otherwiſe, flat- 
tering himſelf in his misfortune, he dares to 
perſuade himſelf, that be might be able to 


mitigate the anger of God, by covering him- 


ſclf with the leaves of a tree, whoſe root is 
reported to have the 5225 of We 
marble. | - | 


in de Md while God walked in the 


garden, and took the cool air of the weſ⸗- 


tern breezes, when towards the evening 


they blew ſomewhat freſher. This action 
of the divine Majeſty ſufficiently teſtified © 
the uncafineſs which the ſin of man gave 


him; ſince to moderate the heat of his 
juſt indignation, | he ſeemed to beg the 
ſuccour of thoſe winds which are aways 
temperate. _ 


* the crimes of men, he does not fly 
"1" 
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to vengeance ; he looks for it without hur- 
ry; he walks, and enjoys himſelf, whilſt all 
creatures make war __ him. Df ov 


3 then calls: to mind the nk, | 
brance of his fault, and ſces that he has de- 
ſerved by his diſobedience. to be .deprived 
of Eternity. His heart, already full of fear, 
is froze by the winds, which accompanied 
the divine Majeſty; and the ſetting of the 
ſun, which drew near, plac'd before his 
eyes the fatal darkneſs of the puniſhments 
which God's Juſtice prepar'd for him: 
Thus, unable to bear the preſence of ſo ter- 
rible a judge, who already meditates on 
„ | the reproaches he ſhall make, and the pu- 
' - . © niſhments he ſhall inflict, he hides himſelf, 
| with his wife, under a tree, the thickneſs of 
whoſe leaves form'd an aſylum impenetra- 
#| ble to the ſun-heams, and which ſeem'd to 
8 extend an infinite number of branches for 
i the defence of theſe too criminals, - 
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Were they not in the right; to run to-the 
ſhade 


. 
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ſhade of trees, who could not reſiſt the bio- 

I lent defires-of- their appetites ? but how 
| blind are all human- counſels ! Adam ima- 
gin'd, without doubt, to find under a tree a 


„ ſanctuary to conceal his ſin, ſince 7trer * | 
3 been the decaſioti af it, ic: X08 

d t ie 8 344 2 _—_ wy $414, BCC 12 
1 When they hid themſelves, it unde ſo 
of much. to fly the preſence; of God, as not 
. being able to bear his ſight: For he felt 
the remorſe of his conſcience, which re- 
k proach'd him with his diſobedience, ingra- 
5 titude and rebellion: It is the cuſtom of 
V+ the guilty, to be impatient at the fight of 
. thoſe whom they have offended; and whom 
, they know are in à condition to puniſh | 
1 them; or perhaps it is an effect of fin to 
1 blind the reaſon, and to take away the un. 


derſtanding, he even pretends to hide bim. 
ſelf from the Io of the n. e 


lnomallderate man ! you look for ay 
in a tree which has been the inſtrument of 


your deſtruction 1 © ma 
G 8 Then 


Then God, tho? e from the eyes 
of Adam, ſays to him, in an articulate voice, 
Adam, Adam, where are you? Not that he 
was ignorant of the place where: Adam was, 


ſince there is nothing impenetrable to his 


eyes, nor any thing which can hide you 
from his ſight; but he would invite him to 
confeſs his crime, with ſentiments of peni- 
tence, and to aſſ his pardon with. humility. 
It was the voice of a ſhepherd who was ſeek- 
ing his ſtray d ſheep, or that of a father who 
nnen een 4-98 
"M1: Jails 31 
But wenkbroge: God rather by e 
words, make known the misfortune - of 


Adam, who by the; enormity: of the arime 


he had juſt committed, was ſo far: diſtant 
from him, that he knew net where he -was, 


Perbapg he pretends to ſaꝝ to him, Adam, 
where are yay? What is your. obedieneg 
come to? Are you no more in your former 
felicityu? What has caſt: you into the abyſs 
of miſery? Where is: the: repoſe of: your 
mind, the aſſurance of you foul, and the 


peace 
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peace of your conſcience ? Where are the 


effects of your hopes, the fruits of your pre- 
tenſions, and the promiſes of the ſerpent ? 
Poor . Adam, unhappy Adam, to what are 
you reduced ? What good, what happineſs, 
what grace have you hot- loſt? You have 
loſt eternity of life, you are ſbetome fubject 
to the miſeries of death, and ydur mind/is 
no more than a Pe of errors. 


£1) 


| Adem bab, hid himſelf under 5 ſame 
tree which had juſt bern the cauſe of bis 
misfortune: God looks for him with ſome 
ſort of inquietude, as not being able to per- 
ſuade himfelt; that a man ſo wiſe as Adam, 
ſhould beoome ſo imprudent, as to lde him. 
ſelf under that tree, which was the cauſe of 
the extreme miſery in which he ſaw! him - 
ſelf involved. He even thinks, he himſelf 
is miſtaken (i it is permitted to \ peak thus) | 
to fre Adam *etideavouring to hide hithſelf 
under a tree, Which Has nee 
the divine Gtabe. | wed 
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Or rather God would make us under- 

_ ſtand, that fin ſo changes man, that it takes 
from him even the reſemblance: of a man. 
Thus tho! his divine Majeſty ſaw Adam, 
he does not fail of calling him twice, as if 
he did not know bim; to teach him, that 
ſin had made bim unknoon to the _ of 
God himſelf. 228 | 


He calls } 4 only — not Eve, ae "ia 
cauſe he having difobey'd the laſt, his crime 
was more new, or that he would not give an 
occaſion to the woman of falling into new 
faults ; for it is common for people of her 
. ſex to make uſe of hes to excuſe their errors. 
For the ſame reaſon he does not call the ſer- 
pent, becauſe being accuſtom'd to lie, he 
| would not have faibd to deny all. 


Adam anſwer'd that divine voice _ 
call'd him; Lord, my. nakedneſs forc'd 
me to fly from your preſence, and I could 
not bear that your Divine Majeſty ſhould 
caſt eyes upon a body, which it was impoſ- 
ſible for me to cover. 
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Wretched Adam, wh thought more of 
his naketneſs than hls crime; and who ſoon- 
er eomplfains of it, than of having offended 
his God! it is from him that we have con- 
trafted that weakneſs, to complain more of 
the inconveniences of our bodies, und loſſes 
of our fortune, than uf Adam's ttifeartiages, 
and the outrages TY we commit againſt 
the Divine Majeſty. | 


Ungrateful wig; ho God to him R 
what could make you ſenſible of yout Hak- 
ednefs, but your difobediente ? Are you 
not yourſelf the author of your miſery, and 
the cauſe of your misfortuhe? you would 
not be aſhiam'd to preſent yourſelf, before 
him who has given yon being, if you had 
not taſted the forbidden fruit. | 


As if God did l the chen 
ſtances of Adam's fin; and that he would 
extort the truth from the mouth / of the guil- 
ty: From whence we ſhould draw this 
important iniſtruction, that when it is needful 

G 3 to 
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to judge of the faults of qthers, and to con- 
demn their errors, e ſhould examine things 


With great care and exactneſs; ſince God, 


who knows the ſecrets of our. hearts, uſes 


them thus himſelf with ſo much care and | 


circu mſpeQion. The Divine Majeſty de. 
fign'd, perhaps, alſo, to. give Adam an op- 
portunity to merit, in ſome _ meaſure, the 
mitigation of his puniſhment, by a em 
and fincere confeſſion o his crime. — 


Adam, perſuaded that. his flence as 
only augment his crime, and that he might, 
on the contrary, diminiſh it by excuſing 
himſelf, inſtead of moving the mercy of 
God by ſupplications and tears, he lays, tc to 


him with a criminal boldneſs : / 


I have finned EF LF crime, 128 and 


have been | drawn into my error by the 


ſollicitations and entreaties of another. Who 
can reſiſt the force of beauty? The perſua- 
ſions of the woman whom you gave me for 
a companion, have had ſuch influence over 

| my 


— 
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my reaſon and mind, that it was impoſſible 


for me to, reſtrain myſelf. That hand which 
preſented me the fruit aw'd my ſoul; it 
was lifted up as if it ſeem'd to threaten me 
with its anger, if I dar'd to reſiſt ; I have a 
heart too tender. He who could defend 
himſelf from the ſollicitations of the moſt 
beautiful thing which came from the hands 
of God, either knows not how to love, or 
is not worthy of being belov'd. If the 

crime into which my errors have thrown me 
is great, at leaſt it does not originally pro- 
ceed from me ; the wife which you have 
given me, Lond, has debauch'd my obedi- 
ence, and corrupted my fidelity. Alone. I 
ſhould never have known how to ſin. It is 
bad company which gives beginning to the 
greateſt crimes. Cauſe to fall upon her, 
Lord, your chaſtiſements and reproaches ; 
the woman is alone guilty of my fin. I did 
conſent to it, and my heart, ſubmiſlive to 


the Will of your Sovereign Majeſty, did 


not think of doing any thing er the 
laws of its duty. 


In- 


1 
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Inconſiderate thoughts, and infolent 
Words, worthy' fruits of man's fin, which 
carries us always to extremities! Adam no 
ſooner ſinned, but he became preſumptu- 
ous, he deſpiſes every thing; and might it 
not be thought at hearing this ſperch, that 
the very wrath of heaven would be uncapa- 
ble to terrify him. But conſider here how 
much ſelf-intereſt influences us : That man 
who juſt now declar'd himſelf ſo paſſionately | 
fond of his wife, that he call'd her his heart 
and his ſoul, and who thought he gave her 
but a ſlight mark of his love, in naming her 
the deareſt part of himſelf ; that man, I ſay, 
now accuſes her before the tribunal of Di- 
vine Juſtice, and makes her alone guilty of 
. all his crimes. When it is neceſſary for us 
to excuſe our faults, we don't conceal them 
even in thoſe whom we love moſt. Adam, + 
who did not refuſe to be an accomplice in 
the diſobedience of Eve, cannot refolve to 
become the companion of her puniſhments. 


The fin of Adam was conſummated in 
his 


his malice, by adding this excuſe and de- 
fence to the conſent which he had given 
to his criminal action; he bad even the 


boldneſs to lay the fault upon his Creator, 


and to make him chargeable with his great 
diſobedience. ' Nevertheleſs, God continu- 
ing his uſual merey towards him, turns to 
Eve, and ſays, O Woman, whom I have 


choſen to be the companion and comfort of 


man, why art thou become the inſtrument 
of his ruin ? Why haſt thou made him fall 
into ſo unjuſt a diſobedience? Why haſt thou 
deceiv'd thy huſband ? And why haſt not 
thou thyſelf obey'd thy God. 4 2007 4 


Eve, without waiting till God had 634 
ed, anſwer'd, interrupting him; Lord my 
ſimplicity has been impos'd on by the wiles 


of the ſerpent. He ſo well knew how to 


diſguiſe his words, that I did not think him 
capable to ſeduce my credulity. I could 
not perſuade myſelf that there were any 
ſnares in paradiſe, and that the deceit was 
conceal'd under the countenance of a young 
vir- 
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virgin; it is then on the ſerpent, the author 
of all the miſchief, on whom Tour el 


nen fall its chatiſemen. 


Gullt i is a burthen which overwhelms al : 
the world; happy is he who can, to eaſe 
himſelf of it, charge either the innocent or 


the guilty. 


God, = had. call'd Adam with ſo 
much | goodneſs, who had heard. his de- 
fence, and the excuſes of Eve with ſo much 
patience, no ſooner heard that the ſerpent 
was the author of this evil, but ſuddenly 


takes vengeance. 


| How great is bl Ts mankind! be 
makes uſe of every other means before he 
chaſtiſes him; but when it is neceſſary to 
puniſh ſorpents, that is to ſay, Devils, he 
does it ſeverely. From whence we may 
Learn, that they who act like men, that is to 
fay, all who do not give themſelves up to 
their ſenfual appetites, and do not entirely 

aban- 
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abandon their reaſon, find always with God. 
the powerful effects of his benevolence : 
on the contrary, the ſerpents, I would ſay 
obſtinate ſinners, who continually crawl in 
the mire of their fins, receive the puniſh- 
ment- of them, before they have time given 
them to ſpeak in their on defence; then 
let man learn to * manly and PI his 
reaſon. 


Since you are the author of the tranſ- 
greſſion of my commands, ſays God to the 
ſerpent, ſince you have deceiv'd innocence, 
and that you have oppos d the execution of 
my will and commands, and have had the 
boldneſs to approach my reſemblance, I 
curſe you amongſt all the animals of the 
earth; you ſhall always crauil on your belly, 
and you ſhall be your on burthen. Duſt 
ſhall be the only nouriſfument which you 
ſhall feed on all the days of your life: The 
woman ſhall: always have a mortal averſion 
for you, and her ſeed/ſhalk be enemies tor: 
yours. You ſhall find under her feet 
the 
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the reward of your wiles, and poiſonous 
bites: For ſhe ſhall Kill vou by . 
your head. 2 1 0 


See how the ways which lead to fin ba | 
come the inſtruments of its puniſhment. 
The ſerpent had rais'd himſelf up to tempt 
Eve; and. now God condemns him to crawl 
always upon the earth. He had by a thou- 
ſand promiſes gain'd the friendſhip of the 
woman, and now he is condemn'd. to an 
eternal enmity with her. ö 


There is no doubt, but under the name 
of the ſerpent, God alſo underſtood the De- 
vil; but he only nam'd the ſerpent, that hge 
might no more ſtagger the minds of Adam 
and Eve, who did not then know that there 
were, in the terreſtial Paradiſe, any other 
immaterial beings than that of God. It is 
a maxim in the Divine Wiſdom, not to give 
to thoſe who are eaſy in believing errors, 


new occaſions of ſcruple. | | 
211” Be 
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The Devil crawls upon his breaſt and 
belly, to ſhew us the two means which he 
uſes to rob us of our innocence, pride and 
luxury. It is by theſe two inordinate paſ- 
ſions of the ſuperior and inferior parts, the 
mind and body of man, that he ſtirs up, and 
corrupts our affections, and makes us fall 
into ſin. 


He is condemn'd to feed upon duſt, chat | 
is ſaid of thoſe earthly men, who by the ac- 
quaintance they have with the vices of the 
earth, are become little different from the 
earth itſelf. 


To ounifh the Devil more, God 38 8 


him, (in curſing him) with an eternal en. 

mity of the woman; either to reproach him 
that he had not 1 her by open vio- 
lence, but only by ſubtilty and artifice; or 
becauſe he knew that the hatred of the wo- 
man was implacable. 


After having curs'd the be God, 


turning towards the woman, ſays to her, 
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and woman, to puniſh thee for thy credu- 
lity, and for having led others into the fan, 
which thy luſt has ſeduced thee to commit, 
I will multiply thy miſery and pain in the 
increaſe of thy children; thou ſhalt bring 
forth with ſuch piercing pains, that thou 
ſhalt wiſh for death; and. thou ſhalt be ſub- 
je& to the man, wha ſhall exerciſe over thee 


a perpetual ſway. 


It was very juſt that three different fans 
ſhould receive different puniſhments. The 
too great credulity of Eve is puniſh'd by 
the multitude of child- bearing; the pleaſure 
of her palate by the pains of her body ; her 
pride and power over Adam, in ſolliciting 
him to fin, by ſervitude and obedience. 


lt feems that a great number of children | 
is a matter of bleſſing and bounty in a fami- 
ly ; nevertheleſs, God promiſes it to Eve as 
a curſe and a puniſhment ; becauſe breeding 
is generally attended with a great deal of 
pain : In ſo many births, | it is almoſt impoſ- 

ſible 
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ſible that there are not ſome dangerous; as 
it is very rare that among a great number of 
children, there are not ſome deform'd, 
either in mind, body or manners; which is 
an inſupportable grief to parents. Add to 
that, that the cares and inquietudes of 
fathers and mothers increaſe in proportion 


to the growth of their family. The educa- 


tion of their children employs them; their 
vices diſturb them; their bad fortune affſicts 
them; in ſhort, the more a woman is fruit- 
ful, the more ſhe is unhappy. 


Perhaps alſo, fo a contrary * the 
mercy of God would moderate the rigour 


of his juſtice, and bleſs Eve, by puniſhing 
her. So that the fame ſentence which con- 
demns her to the pains of child- bearing, as 
a rigorous puniſhment, promiſes her fruit- 
fulnefs as a bleſſing; fo true it is that God 
makes uſe of mercy even in the midft of 
his Pin 


It is true, that thoſe ſort Keel are na- 
H 2 tural 


—— 
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tural to women; but God by a wonderful 
and ſupernatural power, would have entire. 
ly freed her from them in the ſtate of inno- 
cence; for nothing is * to his 
Love. | 


After having mona the condemna- 
tion of Eve, God comes to that of Adam. 
He, without doubt, lov'd him ſo much, that 


ble could not reſolve to make him feel the 


firſt effects of his juſt anger; or, perhaps, 
he puniſhes him the laſt, altho' his crime 
was the greateſt of all, to torment him the 
more, through the fear that the puniſhment 
of the others ſhould cauſe in him the ex- 
pectation of puniſhment, which is ſome- 

times a greater pain than the puniſhment 
tſelf; becauſe he who has receiv'd his ſen- 
tence knows the utmoſt of his fate; but he 
who expects it, always fears a greater pu- 


niſhment. A ſoul which ſuffers preſent 
pains, neither finds them greater, or more 


horrible than they are in effect; but thoſe 
who fear, will deſcribe them to themſelyves 
inſinitely more frightful. Since 
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Since you have liſtenꝰd to the flattering 
perſuaſions of your wife, ſays. God 'to 
Adam, and that you have eaten of the fruit 
which 1 have forbidden, I will make you la- 
bour and cultivate the earth, and bring a 
curſe upon it. Tou ſhall be forced to gain 
your livelihood all the days of your life by 
the ſweat of your brow ; thorns and bram- 
bles ſhall cover the fields, and you ſhall be 
forc'd to eat herbs like the beaſts; In ſhort, 
it ſhall be at the pains of labour and fatigue 
that you ſhall obtain your food. Your mi- 
ſeries ſhall only end with your life; for to 
puniſh you for your diſobedience; TI will 
make you return to your firſt beginning; 
for duſt thou art, and. to duſt ſhalt thou 
return. 


How impenetrable are the ſecrets of a 
Divine Mercy! Adam fins ; he diſobeys the 
commandment of God ; and his divine Ma- 
jeſty in pronouncing - the ſentence of his 
condemnation, gives his curſe to the earth. 
What does not love oblige to do? What 
H 3 | had 
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had the earth contributed to the diſobedi- 
ence af Adam? For what fault had it 
drawn on itſelf the indignation of God? Is 
it only that God curſes it, becauſe it did 
not open its boſom to ſwallow him who did 
not know how to obey his Creator; or that 


be would have it curs'd, becauſe it ſhould 


ſerve for food to the Serpent. 


It is yet another effeQ of the divine good- 
nels, to place before the eyes of Adam the 
end of his misfortunes, by telling him of 
his death, which ſhould be the end of all his 
miſcries, For tho” death was a puniſhment 
of ſin, it is nevertheleſs become uſeful ; be- 

cauſe without that the calamities of man 
would have no end, and his troubles would 

be eternal. Beſides it was neceſſary for 

man to die, to the end, that the fear of lo- 

ſing life, putting a check to his luſts, might 
hinder him from abandoning himſelf to 
evil, and invite him to do good. How 
gracious is the Lord, *. is good even in 

puniſhing. „ 
What 
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What would not man dare? What would 
he not undertake if death did not ſtop the 
courſe of his ſenſuality and ambition? If 
this proſpect of death was only terminated 
with the world's diſſolution, what contempt 
would he not have for the death of the ſoul, 
and eternal damnation; ſince now dying 
every moment, he does not ceaſe to puff 
himſelf up with pride and vanity ? ? His raſh- 
neſs would, without doubt, carry bim to 
ſomething incredible, even to dare heap 
mountains on one another to ſcale heaven. 

May the divine bounty ever receive 
Prayers of thankſgiving for having been 
pleas'd to deliver: the ſoul from eternal 
damnation, and wake it from the lethargy 
of ſin, where it would have remain'd 
buried, till the end of 2. For being 
pleas'd, I ſay, that this maſs of fleſb 
ſhould corrupt, and that the anguiſh of 
one moment, inclos'd in the ſhort ſpace of 
a ſigh, ſhould deliyer 1 the. pune of 
an eternity. 
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As foon as the ſovereign maſter of the 


world had prottounc'd the fentence which 


condemn'd Adam to the puniſhments which 
his fin deſerv'd, he made, either by his 
power, or by the miniſtry of angels, a coat 
of the ſkin of ſome animals, to cover the 
nakedneſs of theſe two criminals, who were 

in fo great a conſternation, that they knew 
not how even to implore his mercy, and to 
aſk pardon for their crime. 


Here is Hein a new proof of the good. 
neſs of God. He will not permit that the 
ſinners, tho? driven out of Paradiſe, ſhould. 
be intirely depriv'd of the aſſiſtance of his 

providence; he gives them what is neceſ- 
fary for them, and takes care himſelf to 
cover their bodies. His grace is like the 
ſun, who ſpreads his heat and light even up- 
on thoſe who deſpiſe him. | 


Divine Juſtice tad redur'd thoſe unhap- 


py wretches to ſo great a miſery, that with- 
out cloathing __ could not have endur'd 
the 
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The cloaths which God gives them are 
the ſkins of dead beaſts, to place continual- 


ly before their eyes the image of death, and 


as a memorandum, that they were to be 
confin'd under the intemperature of a cli- 
mate which would treat them like the reſt 
of animals. 


And who knows if God, by giving cloaths 
of {kin to our firſt parents, has not deſign'd 
to preſcribe to men, the manner in which 
they ſhould cloath themſelves for the future, 


and to condemn: that kind of dreſs which 


luxury and pride, rather than an honeſt 
W „ invents every *. 


Perhaps, alſo, that God would give us 
to underſtand how blind thoſe are who do 
not apply to him in their neceſſities; ſince 
Adam, wiſe as he was, had not the induſtry 
to make himſelf a coat fit to cover his body 
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and! to ſhelter from the i injuries of the 
ſeaſon; that he had made with 
leaves ben now very rough, and very in- 
convenient. 


After God had cover'd the nakedneſs 
of Adam, he began to reproach him by a 
bitter irony ; Adam, fays he to him, behold 
your hopes fulfill'd; you are become like 
to us, All-powerful, All-wiſe, fill'd with 
| goodneſs and holineſs; behold, you are 
immortal by nature, without being obli- 
ged to any one, without being in want 
of any thing, happy through yourſelf. Now 
you fully enjoy the poſſeſſion of that good 
and evil, which your credulity has made 
you wiſh for with ſo great ardour, get - you 
out of the paradiſe of delights, to eſtabliſh . 
your dwelling in the place of your birth, 
and cultivate that earth from which you 
was form'd. 


4 


If Adam had remain'd in paradiſe, with. 


out being permitted to taſte the delights of 
it, he would have ſuffered too rigorous a 
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torment z for there is no greater puniſhment 


than to be in the midſt of good things wich. 


out being able to enjoy them; thus God 
treats him with his uſual goodneſs in dri- 


ving him from ſo delicious a place; and fur- 


ther, what could his divine Majeſty expect 
from a man, who, even amongſt the trees, 
could not keep himſelf in obedience. = 


Fear, rather than diſobedience, having 
render'd unhappy Adam immoveable, God 
took him away by force, and aſſign'd him 
for his manſion a place, from whence he 
might behold all the delights of Paradiſe ; 
to the end, that beholding at all times the 
loſs of his felicity, his puniſhment'might be- 


come more ſenſible, and his repentance 


more ſincere. 


But in driving him out of Paradiſe, God 


takes from him, by an effect of his mercy, 


the opportunity of falling again inte his ſin ; 
for nothing is ſo inviting to a relapſe as to 
abide in the place were we firſt fell. 

| The 
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The objects which: renew the  remem- 
brance of our faults, enflame our deſires, 
and arias our Wills to commit nec 


cr umes. 


It is more eaſy to comprehend than ex- 
preſs what was the condition of Adam, 
when he ſaw himſelf driven from paradiſe. 
His tears and ſighs were the leaſt marks of 
of his grief, His wife, ſo far from com- 
forting him, redoubled his pain, not ſo much 
for having been the cauſe of his ruin, as 
by the grief which ſhe felt for their com- 
mon alictzon. . | 


| Miſerable Adam, who aid: not enjoy one 
whole day the favour of his God; his feli- 
city did not laſt one whole day. He was 
conducted into. Paradiſe at three o' clock in 
the morning; at ſix he diſobey'd ; and at 
night he was driven from that place of de- 
lights: ſo true it is that the happineſs of 
man, is but the enjoyment of a moment. 
He often finds his ſhrowd in his cradle, and 


his 
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his death at the very door of life. 


The ſun ſet, when Adam was expel'd 
from paradiſe, and at the ſame time the 
darkneſs of fin invelop'd his mind, and his 
eyes inſenſibly loſt the light. An angel, 
arm'd with a flaming ſword, who guarded 
the entrance of paradiſe, increas'd his me- 
lancholy and terror, who for ever debarr'd 
him the hopes of being able to re-enter 
thoſe delightful manſions he had loſt, and 
which only could relieve him. 


The Divine Juſtice places that angel at 
the gate of paradiſe, holding a flaming ſword 
in his hand, to guard the entrance from men 
and devils; by which he would inſtruct us, 
that to enter into heaven, we muſt, of ne- 
ceſſity, paſs by the fire and ſword of re- 
pentance; which is impos'd upon us by the 
miniſtry of a prieſt, repreſented by that 
formidable angel. 


Adam, overwhelm'd with ſadneſs, in the 
midſt of his ſighs and tears, gave his wife 
I the 
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the name of Eve, which ſigniſies life, be- 
cauſe ſhe ſhould be the mother of all living 
creatures. Or, perhaps, overwhelm'd with - 
his piercing ſorrow, he utter'd thoſe plain. 
tive cries which children are heard to make 
when they come into the world, and ex- 
preſs'd in them the name of the woman, 
who was the cauſe of his complaints, wha 
ſhould make all mankind to mourn ; and 
or we might rather ſay, that he call'd his 
. wife by the name of life, becauſe ſeeing 
| himſelf ſurrounded on all fides by the image 
of death, he endeavours to comfort himſelf 
with that of life; and, hke the men of 
modern ages, who having nothing but 
death before their eyes, talk perpetually of 

life. 


Although the grief of Adam was as 
great as it was real, he often felt agreeable 
tranſports in the company of his beloved 
wife, who had contributed too much to 
his misfortunes, not to endeavour to alle- 
viate them; it is very probable that ſhe 
inſpired 
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inſpired him ſometimes with ſentiments like 
theſe : | 


Adam, you muſt repent, but not deſpair; 
the continuation of our tears will rather 
ſhew a mean and fearful ſadneſs, than a true 
repentance, and at laſt mult irritate the Di- 
vine Juſtice, which has treated us with fo 
much mercy, and who for ſo great ſins, has 
condemned us but to ſo inconſiderable pu- 
niſhments. Let him who has not ſtrength 
to bear puniſhments, take care not to fall 
into errors that deſerve ſevere treatment. 


It is very true, that if our whole lives 
were one uninterrupted ſcene of grief, and 
that our ſouls ſhould melt into tears, it 
would not be able to expiate our crime; 
but ſince our misfortunes are without reme- 
dy, we muſt ſupport them with conſtancy. 
Let us endeavour to recover, by means of a 
fruitful poſterity, what we have loſt. A 
weak and poor conſolation for ſuch great 
misfortunes ! but yet a neceſſary one, ſince 

| God 
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God has thus ordain'd it. Let us take care 
not to diſobey a ſecond time; our diſobe- 
dience would be then e excuſe ; z it 
would diſguſt the Divine Mercy, and we 
ſhould be for ever the objects of his too juſt 
indignation. Les us follow the will of Hea- 
ven in the propagation of mankind. It is 
the way to vanquiſh death, which muſt one 
day triumph over our fleſh, fince we ſhall 
live in deſpight of him in the perſons of our 
children and grandchildren, and in the me- 
mory of our poſterity. I do not ſay we 
ought therefore entirely to dry up our tears. 
My ſorrow for having offended my God, 
ſhall end but with my life ; and my heart 
ſhall live no longer than my grief. But we 
ought to take care not to irritate, by a freſh 
offence, that God who has treated us ſo fa- 
vourably. This would be as impious as it 
muſt be dangerous. 


Adam anſwer'd her, ſmiling, I ſhall not 
be apprehenſive for the future that your 
2 | com- 
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company can be fatal, fince you perſuade 
me only to what is good. 


It is true, I ſhould be more inſenſible 
than plants, and harder than rocks, If I 
did not lament the miſeries to which ſin has 
reduc'd me. I have loſt too much not to 
lament it always. It is being more ſtupid 
than wiſe, not to feel in great loſſes an ex- 
treme grief. 


But it is juſt to give ſome relaxation to 
our woes, and fome little relief to our ſenſes, 
_ overwhelm'd with the weight of our aftlic- 
n in obedience 


to our God. 


Then adding careſſes to his ls he 
abandon'd his ſoul to pleaſure, and forgot 
for a while the fatal ſubjeR of his grief. 


„Tin then Adam and Eve had preferv'd 
their bodies in a ſtrict chaſtity, to teach us 
that wedlock ſhould people che earth, and 
that virgin chaſtity only ſtrall inhabit Paradiſe. 

* 9 Eve 
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Eve ſoon felt the weight of her ſin in. 
the many inconveniences of carrying a 
child. I do not pretend to deſcribe the ſad 
condition ſhe then ſaw herſelf in; her aver- 
ſion to particular things, her unaccounta- 
ble deſire for others; her diſlikes; her 
watchings; inquietudes, and troubles in 
carrying a burthen ſhe was ſo little uſed 
to; her diſtreſſes were more inſupportable 
through the novelty, than the very pain. 
All that I could ſay of it would fall infi- 
nitely ſhort of what ſhe really felt. And I 
alſo leave to your own imagination what 
Adam ſuffer'd with her: For if it is a trou- 
ble to ſee a wife in pain, it muſt be a kind 
of martyrdom, to live with one great with 
child. 


In ſhort, after having ſuffer'd all the mi- | 
ſeries which generally attend the breeding 
of women, Eve brought forth a ſon and 
daughter; Adam, who'did the office of huf- 
band, midwife and nurſe, received them in 
his arms, and gave the name of Cain to the 


5 
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fon, and that of Calameng to the daughter. 


He ſhed tears of joy at the ſight of theſe 
two children; and knowing that it was the 
fruit of a bleſſing of his Creator, he began 
to praiſe and thank 1 thus: 


F thank 4 O Lord, with all the powers 
of my ſoul, that thy infinite goodneſs, with- 
out having regard to the greatneſs of my 
offences, has this day given me children. 
How merciful thou art! how great! how 
good! and worthy of glory, to load with 
kindneſſes even thoſe who have offended 
thee. I know that I deſerv'd to be the 
Object of the hatred of heaven and earth, 
the outcaſt of all creatures, to be buried in 
my own meanneſs, and in the darkneſs of 
an eternal oblivion. But, far from treating 
me with that ſeverity, thou art pleaſed that 
the elements ſhould ſerve me ; that I ſhould 
become the father of all mankind ; and that 
I ſhould live honourably in the memory of 
ages. cannot relate all thy favours, O 

| Lord, 
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Lord, for the number of them is infinite. 
I only requeſt that thou wouldſt be pleaſed 
to continue thy aſſiſtance to me, leſt, being 
left to my own conduct, I ſhould fall again 
into thoſe errors vnn have made me de- 
ſerve death. 


Exe afterwards had Abel and Delbora, 
which yet more increaſed the joy of Adam. 
Children are truly the delights of their 
parents, who fee their own youth and life 
renew d in that of this tender part of them- 

ſelves. | 


Nevertheleſs, Adam had no great oc- 
caſion to rejoice, beholding his children ſub- 
ject to all the miſeries of human nature; un- 
leſs it was a comfort to have companions in 


his miſeries. Abel was deſtin'd from his 
youth to keep the flocks, and Cain to culti- 
vate the earth: A father ſhould never leave 
his children without employment. It is in 
youth as in wax, which is capable of re- 
_ ceiving indifferently all forts of impreſſions : 
90 
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So that if there is not given to them ſome- 
thing in which they may be uſefully em- 
ploy'd, either they will ſtray in their con- 
duct, or loſe themſelves in idleneſs; on the 
other hand, thoſe exerciſes whichthey learn 


in a tender youth, become natural, and give 
neither pain nor inquietude. 


In the mean time Adam faw himſelf from 
day to day overwhelm'd by the fatigue 
which the tilling of the earth gave him, 
which barely ſupplied his wants, and that 
by the force of cultivation ; it was no more 
pliant to his obedience, and he was obli- 
ged to reduce it to its duty by a thouſand 
repeated wounds, and by the ſcattering of 
ſeed. He gather'd his harveſts with infi- - 
nite labour and pains, as the plough and 
ſhare, with all the other inſtruments of 
huſbandry, which the induſtry of men has 
ſince invented, had not yet been uſed. 


Was it not womerful, to ſee the ſole 
monarch of the world, obliged to employ 
| him- 
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himſelf with ſuch toilſome exerciſes to 
live; I ſhould ſay, even to fo low employ- 
ments, if they had not been fince dignified 
by ſo many great men, who have worn a 
crown. 


He did not content himſelf to receive 
what the earth yielded him, with uſury; 
he yet labour'd to make the moſt barren 
trees fruitful, and to beſtow taſte and deli- 
cacy on the moſt infipid fruits. Here he 
tranſplants a wild ſtock, and there he grafts _ 
one kind upon another; and ſometimes 
 feveral upon the fame trunk. 

Neceflity had now conſtrain'd wretched 
Adam to retire into ſome cave, the mean 
and gloomy palace of nature; and that 
fame neceflity infpired him with deſign, to 


8 build ſome little houfes, which want and 


induſtry did afterwards increaſe every day. 
It is alſo very probable, that he learnt 


from the ſwallows the - firſt principles of 
architecture. This if true, . redounds not 
much 
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much- to the honour of Adam, who, tho? 
endow'd with fo much wifdom, was obliged 


to irrational animals for the knowledge of 


protecting and ſheltering himſelf from the 
injuries and inclemencies of the weather. 


He went a . hunting to refreſh bimſelf 
from a greater labour; and he added to the 
pleaſure of ſeeing, purſuing and taking wild 


beaſts, the uſefulneſs of exerciſing his body, 


and making cloaths for himſelf of their ſpoils. 
Certainly there is no buſineſs more honoura- 


ble and more worthy of a man, who 


paſſes his life in noble retirement, than the 
employment of the chace, and all cour- 
age worthy of princes is contradted by this 
diverſion. The body accuſtoms elf to 
fatigue and labour, the heart to dangers, and 
the hand to victory and combat. In ſhort 
hunting is a war in the midſt of peace; and 
he who triumphs in it, deferves much more 
glory, as it is more juſt, to triumph over 
beaſts than men. | 

Abel 
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Adel and Cain being arrived at an age 
capable of reaſon, Adam began to inſtru& 
them i in this manner. | 


My children, as well as I know that the. 
light of reaſon and nature gives you the 
knowledge of one only God, Lord and 
Creator of all things; altho? it teaches you 


to honour him with all the veneration you 
are capable of, and orders you to worſhip 
him by the inward motions of your heart, 
and the outward motions of your body ; 
nevertheleſs, to ſatisfy my duty in quality 
of the child of God, and your father, I find 
myſelf obliged to give you inſtructions, of 
which you ſhould not ſtand in need. My 
children, love God through gratitude, love 
him to anſwer his love, and be always faith- 
ful to him for the good of your own beings, 
and the ſafety of your ſouls, It is an ingra- 
titude to all the world not to acknowledge 
the kindneſs they do us; but towards God, 
who loads us with kindneſſes, it is impiety. 
The contempt of favours from an inferior, 

_ draws 
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draws their eamity upon us: imagine, then, 
what the diſdain of the-favourg of God, and 
a ſuperior, would cauſe whoſe. power and 
will are equal. Take care, my dear chil- 
dren, not to draw upon you the wrath of 
the Divine Majeſty, by deſpiſing his fa- 
vours. That the divine reſentment is ſo 
formidable, believe a father who has made 
the fatal experiment; learn, by my misfor- 
tunes, if you are wiſe, to remedy your own. 


It is the effect of great prudence; to know. 


how to find, in the fall of others, the means 
to prevent our own deſtruction. God is 
your maſter, your Lord, and your king; 
and you can expect nothing but from him, 
Endeavour then to acknowledge his ſove- 
reign dominion, and to demonſtrate your 
dependance on him, by offering your firſt 
profits; ſacrifice to him the firſt of your 


fruits, and the firſt lambs of your . flock, _ 


He will multiply your goods, and ſhall cauſe 
to fall upon you the dew of his bleſſing. 
Believe me, my children, without the will 
and mercy of God, it is not poſſible to avoid 

K _ thoſe 
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thoſe things which are noxious, and to ac. 
quire the good things which we deſire, nor 
arrive at that eternal life which is promiſed 
us in the ſovereign benediction. I have 
told you this, my children, not that I doubt 
of your good intentions, but to ſatisfy the 
deſire T have of procuring your good, and 
the glory of my God. 


It was with ſuch like diſcourſe that Adam 
inſtructed his children, who remembering 
the advice and precepts of their father, wor- 
ſhip'd the divine Majeſty with all ſubmiſſion. 
But the malice of the Devil diffuſing itſelf 
on the moſt holy actions, poiſoned them in 
ſuch a manner, that the earth ſaw itſelf 
ſtain'd with the firſt blood of man. 


| - God had taken pleaſure in the facrifice 
of Abel, becauſe; having choſen the fatteſt 
firſtlings of his flock, he had join'd to thoſe - 
victims that of his heart : But the offering 
which Cain made- him of the fruits of the 
earth, was not agreeable to his eyes. Which 
| was 
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- was the cauſe that he conceiv'd an envy | 
againſt his brother, which tormented him 
cruelly. 422 p 


Envy is a ſtrange evil. A ſoul which has 
not the ſtrength to reſiſt its darts, preſently 
loſes judgment and reaſon. ' It is a ſerpent 
whoſe venors caſts men. into a mortal le- 
thargy. It is ſo fatal a vice, that it conveys 
into the breaſts of the envious, the pains of 
a thouſand hells. The ſacrifice of Cain, 
who offers the fruits of the earth, does not 
pleaſe God ; to teach us, that thoſe things 
which are earthly, and often employ the 
people of this world, are not agreeable to 
the Divine Majeſty. Does not this provi- 
dence of God point out to us the averfion 
he has to avarice, the object of which is 
ſhut up in the boſom of the earth? And 
ſhould it not be for that reaſon that he re- 
fuſes the offerings it produces? But rather 
he will have none of its fruits, becauſe it has 
once incurr'd his curſe and difpleafure: 
What can you then expect, ye ſinners, from 

; K 2 your 


j 


— — 


— - ——— — \ 
—_— — _ 
. ,— — „„ % % — —u— „ — 
— — — — 


100 The LIFE of ADAM. 


your prayers and ſacrifices ; you, who by 
your crimes have deſerv'd ſo often his wrath 
and — | 


We do not find in the Holy Scriptures, 
that Adam ever offer d ſacrifices ; whether 
becauſe it was not reaſonable that there 
ſhould be found in him, who was the ſource 
of fin, the origin of holineſs and religion : 
Or, becauſe the ſcriptures do not relate 
thoſe things which contain 1 nothing remark. 
able? 


In the mean time Cain, cruelly torment- 
ed by envy, which like a fury of hell had 
already produced in his heart a mortal ha- 
tred againſt his brother, could find no reſt 
in himſelf. The colour of his face plainly 
ſhew'd the heat of that violent fire, which 
burn'd in his ſoul. For envy is like ele- 
mentary fire, which is always active. His 
eyes, which were continually caſt down to- 
wards the earth, plainly diſcover'd that he 
meditated cruel purpoſes. 


God 
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God was pleaſed himſelf to give him ſuch 
like cautions. 


Cain, fays he to him, from whence pro- 
ceeds that grief which devours you? What 
does that colour portend ? Why are your 
eyes turn'd towards the earth? Do not you 
know that he who only beholds the earth, 
ſees terreſtrial things alone ? If hatred de- 
termines your heart to ſome execrable 
crime, conſider that becoming a flave to 
that dreadful paſſion, it ſhall not fail, as 
blind as it is, to place inceſſantly before your 
eyes, the greatneſs of your fin, to torment 
your conſcience, and to prepare in your 
heart chaſtiſements which it ſhall have made 
you deſerve ; Good can produce but good; 
as all evils ariſe but from evil. Whoever 
ſins loſes his reaſon and paſſes from liberty 
to ſlavery: What greater misfortune is 
there than being a ſlaye to vice and fin? 


Theſe holy remonſtrances were fruitleſs : 
3 Cain had his countenance turn'd 
K 3 towards 
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towards the earth ; and thoſe who do not 
look at God, ſeldom regard his admonitions. 
We ſhould look up to heaven if we would 
obtain aſſiſtance. It is almoſt impoſſible 
that a man who lifts up his eyes and heart 
to God, ſhould ever abandon himſelf to 
fin, 


Cain, not being able any longer to ſup- 
port the infections of his hatred and envy, 
invited his brother to walk in a barren field, 
to which is ſince given the name of Dama- 
ſcene, that is to ſay, mix'd with blood. 


He conduQts his brother into a barren 
field, becauſe being about to commit a fra- 
tricide, he could not chuſe a place more pro- 
per for ſuch a horrible deſign, than that 
which nature had depriv'd of its gifts; as 
if it had foreſeen that it would ſerve as a 
theatre for ſo bloody a tradgedy. To con- 
ceal his barbarous action, he thinks he 
ſhould not have for witneſſes the trees, or 
the fruits of the carth, not being able to 

imagine 
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imagine that innocent blood could not fail 
to implore divine providence. God did 
not permit him to kill his brother an His 
own houſe, becauſe it was built in the form 
of a temple; being willing to teach us by 
that means, that we ſhould hold in venera. 
tion all ſacred places, fmnce he would not 
permit that it ſhould be defiled by the molt 
impious and profligate of all ſinners, 


Cain, tranſported with anger, being come 
to the place, begins to accoſt bis brother 
with this impious diſcourſe. Certainly there 
is neither judge nor juſtice z and it is de- 
ceiving one's {elf to think that the juſt ſhall 
be rewarded, and the wicked puniſhed. 
It is not the mercy of God which created 
the world, neither does his providence go- 
vern it. It is a vain fear that has impreſſed 
this imagination in the mind of man, that 
there is an omnipotent God : But I will 
believe nothing of it, ſince that cannot be. 
An accident of nature, ſuch as the cauſe of 
our life is, does not deſerve adorations. 


Chance 
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Chance conducts and governs all things, and 
it is by that means that your ſacrifices have 
been preferr'd before mine. 


Abel could not hear ſuch execrable blaſ- 
phemies without being. ſeiz'd with horror; 
and the zeal that he had for the glory of 
God, which we ſhould defend at the peril 
of our lives, obliged him to anſwer with 
emotion : 


You ſpeak, my brother, ſays he to him, 
againſt reaſon, in talking as you do againſt 
the wiſdom, goodneſs, juſtice, and omni- 
potence of God. My facrifices have been 
agreeable to the divine Majeſty, becauſe I 
have offer d them to him with all my heart. 
If you do not quit thoſe impious ſentiments, 
I renounce your friendſhip, and acknow. 
ledge you no more for my brother. 


| He had ſcarce finiſh'd theſe laſt words, 
but being ſtruck by the traitor Cain, he ex- 


pired miſerably, under a multitude of blows. 
Per « 
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Perfidious Cain, who learns of yourſelf a 
crime which was not yet in uſe, and which 
wickedneſs itſelf would not, perhaps, have 
dared to introduce into the world. We 


muſt have maſters to teach us virtues, and 


even then we acquire them with trouble; 
but vices are of our own invention, either 


they are born with us, or our on corrup- 
tion produces them. 


That barbarian remam'd 3 as 


ſoon as he ſaw his brother dead: either 


ſuch a fight ſtruck him with remorſe, or that 
never having feen a dead carcaſe, the no- 
velty fill'd him with wonder. Great crimes 
aſtoniſh even thoſe who commit them; and 
the eyes often conceive terror at the out- 
| rages of the hands. After having turn'd 
the body on all ſides, after having moved 
many 'times the hands and head of the 
bloody carcaſe, as if he had doubted of his 
death, or that fear, which gives impoſfibili, 
ties credit, made him hope Tor his reſurrec- 
tion; 
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tion; at laſt, convinc'd of the fatal effects 
of his crime, he ſays to himſelf : 


Triumph, my heart, and enjoy a victory 
which your enemy can never diſpute. I 
ſhall have no more any one above me, to 
rival me in honour and glory. My ſoul does 
not deſerve to be tormented by the grievous 
agitations of mean envy. Envy beſpeaks 
inferiority ; and as I ſhould not be inferior 
to my brother, I had reaſon to kill him, 
ſince it was he that gave that paſſion birth 
in my ſoul. This aQtion is ſo much the more 
juſt, as he has provok'd my anger by ſting- 
ing and abuſive words. Let his indiſcreet 
zeal now raiſe him up again, and let his ſo 
much boaſted ſacrifices reſtore him to life. 


But reaſon having in a little time taken 
place of anger, miſerable Cain begins to 
feel his error, and preſents no other object 
to himſelf but ſuch as reproach him with 
his perfidy, and convince him of his crime. 
The fear of the juſt anger of his parents, 

adds 
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adds new terrors to thoſe which the ſting. 


ings of his conſcience produce in him. He 


digs a grave, and covers the body of his 
dead brother ; as if he imagined he could 
bury his guilt with his carcaſe. 


Scarce had he cover'd his wickedneſs by 
this action, which would have been pious 
if it had been done in another mind, but 
God aſks him, where his brother Abel was. 
O God, full of clemency and mercy ! you 
antitipate ſinners, you queſtion them, to the 
end, that putting them in mind, they might 
acknowledge their crimes, and crave your 
pardon. | | 


God will have men confeſs their ſins, be- 
cauſe confeſſion is the foundation of repen- 


' tance, that he may find opportunity to exer- 


ciſe his bounty, and to open the treaſures 
of his mercy. As the obſtinacy of Crimi- 
nals who deny their Guilt, enrage even 
merciful judges ; ſo confeſſing with ſhame 
ſoftens their ſeverity. | 
But 
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But they who commit enormous crimes, 
always endeavour to conceal- them; and 
when the blood of innocent perſons ſtains 
their hands, they never fail to have a he 
in their months. Impious and cruel Cain, 


adding falſhood to his inhumanity, anſwers 5 


the divine majeſty, How do I know where 
my brother is? am I become his keeper ? 
What, dar'ſt thou deny, wicked wretch ? 
anſwers God to him ; the blood of thy bro- 
ther crieth out for vengeance againſt thee, 
for thy execrable and unparallePd wicked- 
neſs. Go, perfidious man, I give the my 
curſe. Thou ſhalt be a fugitive' and a va- 
gabond upon the earth; which for having 


been ſtain'd by the pollution of thy hands 


ſhall refuſe thee its fruit. 


Cain, fill'd with confuſion and fear, con- 


feſſes his crime, but too late. and conſe. 
quently to little purpoſe. He then retires 
with his wife and children; yet God was 
pleaſed to take him under his protection, 
leſt he ſhould be kill'd, and gave him as 
a mark a continual ſhaking of the head. 


3 
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It was with reaſon that he diſtin guiſh'd 
him by that ſhaking of the head, who had 


the boldneſs to kill him who was the head 
of the church. Mes hed 


It was, -perhaps, to ouniſh Adam that 
God ſuffer'd Abel to die by the hands of 
his brother; as there is nothing which more 
ſenſibly affficts a father, than the death, or 
wickedneſs of his children : Or to teach 
men, that the juſt, and children of God, are 
expoſed to the perſecution and cruelty of 
the wicked. 


Adam having diſcovered the death of 

Abel by the flight of Cain, (for abſconding 
is ever a preſumption of guilt) after having 
fill'd the air with his cries, having utter'd 
many ſighs, and having ſhed a torrent of 
tears, he returns to God, and addreſſes theſe 
words, which grief ſuggeſted. | 


Lord, has not my fin yet received the 
ne which it has deſerv'd ? Have 
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I til new puniſhments to ſuffer, to expiate 
the crime of my diſobedience b Is it poſhble 
that my tears haye not obtz in'd of your 
mercy an intire forgiveneſs ? f io, my God, 
why do I breathe? and why behold the 
light of this day! ? Why has not the earth 
buried me in its abyſz,? ? Why bas not the 
thunder of, heaven reduced me to aſhes ? Is 
your juſtice deſtitute of chaſtiſements ? ? Is 
- your hand without arms? But if my peni- 
tence could not attone for my ſin; if it 
could not ſcal a pardon, for my crimes ; 83 if 
they have render'd me unworthy of your 
infinite mercy ; and if the exceſs of my ini- 
quities ſo oppoſe your fayours, that I never 
can again be the object of your. divine be- 
neficence, what ſhare has an inrocent. poor 
child in the errors of a guilty father? In 
what is dead Abel, become blame-worthy ? 
whoſe facrifices lure had the honour to 
pleaſe your divine majeſty ; ; To what do I 
ſee myſelf reduced? Miſerable as I am, my 
condition is worſe than that of beaſts. 
Thoſe animals, without reaſon, ſpare their 

oun 
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own blood; and, conducted by the inſtinct 
which hattre gives theim, they do not only 
forgive their br̃otliers, but even all thoſe of 
their own ſpecies. Perfidions Adam; theſe 
are the effects of your fin}; do not permit; 
0 God, that my poſterity people the world: 
From a corrupted/root there can ſpritig nd 
good plant. And you, Who Hive made 
your Hands odious by dipping them in the 
blood of ſo good a brother, of Whom ' you 
were fo littte worthy, impious Cain, whit 
will you become? hated of Got, of men, 
and of yourfelf, what will you do? Where 
will you go? Poor father, deprived of two 
fons at the fame time, and forced to pity 


more him whs remains, than him whom he 
has deſtroy'd. 


Adam had mot ended his complaints lte, 
if the cries of Eve, capable to ſoften rgpks, 
had not obliged him to turn and comfort 
her : For love viten takes us from ourſelves, 


to tranſport us towards the obſect wich 
we love. 


11 2 We 
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We muſt, fays he to her, ſubmit our- 
ſelves to the diſpenſations of God's Provi- 
dence, and accammodate the inclinations of 
our heart to his Divine Will, which com- 
prehends i in its operations ſecrets impene- 
trable to men. All that we call misfortune 
in this world, is ſo but in appearance, and 
in our own opinion ; they are, poſſibly, ſo 
many benefits in the ſight of God, who acts 
in a manner which we can't conceive. Of 
what uſe are our tears? What advantage do 
the dead draw from them ? they are entire- 
ly uſeleſs to them. If our afflictions and 
our ſighs could revoke the fatal ſentence, I 
ſhould condemn myſelf to eternal tears; I 
| ſhould ſay, let us conſume. our life in the 
bitterneſs of our complaints; but if it is a 
vam hope, and impoſſible ; why ſhould we 
add new torments to our former miſery ? 
It is very true, my God, that as you con- 
vince me, by the death of the moſt juſt of 
my children, that thou wilt not demand 
from me the propagation of all mankind; 


I pronuſe to have no more correſpondence 
with 
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with Eve. I will, Lord, if I fail of my pro- 
miſe, become the object of thy indignation; 
and I ſhall no more believe the divinity of 
thy being, if thou doſt not hurl down upon 
me the moſt formidable thunder of thy 
wrath. Immediately Eve confirm'd by oath 
Adam's contract, and living only upon their 
tears, they neither of Gam. craſs to de- 
yore their bows. | | 


There is no concern which will not ad- 
mit ſome conſolation ; but that which the 
death of children gives, tries the patience 
of parents; it is the moſt inſupportable of 
all. He who loſes a child, feels a greater 
loſs, than if he had loſt a-part of himſelf ; 
becauſe in himſelf he dies from day to day, 
whereas his life renews in that of his chil- 
dren; he advances | by them to immor- 
tality. . a 
Adaz and Eve lived many years in af- 
fliction and continency, ſacrificing to their 
grief for his death their mpſt tender incli- 
L 3 nation, 
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nation; until a meſſenger of heaven came 
with this information, from God: 


It is high time, ſaid he to W to wipe 
away your tears; continual affliction is not 
agreeable to God; He will have you con- 
form your will to his, in the moſt melan- 
choly accidents of your life, Comfort your- 
ſelves, the divine majeſty will reſtore to 
you, in the perſon of another ſon, what 
you ſo much lament in the death of Abel. 
This fon ſhall give to your poſterity the 
means to revenge themſelves on him who 
has been the ſource of all your miſeries- 
It ſhall be from him that there ſhall deſcend 
after ſome ages, a God and man; then fear 
not to live together 'as you' have before 
done ; for by the order and authority of 
his divine majeſty, L abſolve you from your 
wir | 

They thanked God with a profound hu- 
mility, and in alittle time Eve conceived, 


and afterwards brought forth a ſon, which 
they 
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they named Seth; ſaying, the mercy of 
the Lord has favour'd us with a fon, who 
ſhall repair the loſs of Abel. We may 
judge of the care Adam took of his educa» 
tion, by the improvements he made; he 
deſerved by all people to be called a divine 
man. He gave names to the ſtars, and in- 
vented the HERREZM Characters. He gain- 
ed the love of all the world by his piety 
and goodneſs; he was an example to poſ- 
terĩty, and the glory of his family. 


In the mean time men had multiplied to 
ſuch a degree, that they were obliged to 
ſeperate, to cultivate new lands, thoſe which 
were already inhabited not ſufficing to fur- 
niſh them with nouriſhment, 


It was on that occaſion Adam put in prac- 
tice the gifts that he had received from hea- 
ven : He eſtabliſhed laws by which he taught 
virtue, and ordered it to be practiſed? for 
vice was ſo encreaſed, that it was neceſſary 
to reſtrain it. That wiſe father not being 
| able 3 
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able, by reaſon of the diſtance of places, 
to rectify every where the diſorders which 
infinitely enertaſed, had recourſe to laws 
which make the prince always preſent, tho 
he be ever fo far diſtant. . 


There is the natural and written law; 
the natural law is a ſentiment which ſprings 
up with reaſon, and which, by the teſtimony 
of the conſcience, gives the diſtinction of 
good and evil. But fo facred a law is ei- 
ther unknown, or deſpiſed by ſuch depraved 
ſouls, whom a vicious cuſtom has debauch- 
ed; hence it was neceſſary to give a writ- 
ten law, divine and civil, to ſerve as a neceſ- 

fary foundation to all human ſociety. 


The laws of Adam had no other end, but 
'the union and preſervation of the people, 
the correction and direction of manners ; 
to maintain ſubjects in the obedience and 
fidelity which they owe to their prince, and 
to oblige them to acknowledge and ſerve 
God religiouſty. That wiſe legiſlator would 


not 
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not renounce the right which the divine 


majeſty had given him, to -reign over all 


the creatures of the univerſe. Thus he re. 
ſerved to himſelf the power to change, cor- 
rect, and interpret the laws, according as he 


ſhould judge it convenient. He well knew 


that all cloaths do not fit all ages, nor all 
meats all ſorts of ſtomachs. The beginning, 
the progreſs, and decline of diſtempers, 
are not always treated with the ſame reme- 
dies; we muſt change the laws and rules 
according to the times and occaſions. 


Adam divided his firſt people into differ- 
ent corporations, and gave to each one of 
his ſons as their chief, as well to eaſe him. 


ſelf, as to prepetuate the ſovercignity among 


the chiefs of his family. 


We muſt not then wonder if a luſt for 
dominion is natural to the greateſt ſouls, 
ſince it is a diſtemper which took its birth 
with the firſt man, 


Altho? 


* 
1 


118 The LIFE f ADAM. 


Altho? he had divided the cotiitfidind a- 
mong his ſons he had nevertheleſs re. 
ferved to himfelf the ſupreme authority, 
to repreſs their licentionſneſs, and not to 
put a contempt upon his prerogative of 
reigning, which he had received from God, 
as the greateft and moſt deſirable of all. 


He who willingly refufes to rule, either de- 


clares himſelf incapable, or unworthy. 


Towards the verge of his life Adam heard 
of the progreſs of his ſon; he had intelli. 
gence that he was retired towards the eaſt, 
where he had caufed a city to be built, 
which he had call'd Exocnia, from the 
name of his ſon ENocn, This news gave 
him no joy, very well knowing that the 
defire of building cities could ſpring but 
from an extreme fearfalneſs, or an exceſ- 


7 five ambition. 


He knew by his own experience, how 
dangerous it was to hide himſelf; he knew 
the nature of Cain, who loy'd to exerciſe 


tyranny 


a” 
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tyranny, and to take away the Goods and 
property, of others, and breathed; nothing 
but blood and laughter. He. plainly ſaw 
this umpious man had built himſelf a City 
only to favour his robheries, and to commit 
with impunity all ſorts of crimes, — 


All theſe conſiderations. gave deadly in- 
quietude to Adam; fo that his long life was 
no more than a continual death. He 
griev d to ſee vices increaſe, in propor- 
tion as he ſaw the number of men multi- 
ply; to ſee juſtice deſpiſed even by thoſe 
who. ſhould: be the protectors of it; good- 
neſs no more paſſed but for a virtue in 
idea. Ayarice Was become the chief in- 
clination of men, and impurity reign'd in 
all hearts, in its. moſt. deformed. colours. 
It is to be preſumed, that theſe reflections 
obliged Adam to entreat Gd ſeveral times 
with extraordinary feryency, that the divine 
goodneſs would be pleaſed to take him out, 
of the world, as out of a labyrinth « of per- 


dition and miſery; 
After 
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After having ſeen the ſeventh genera- 


tion, as he at laſt perceived the fatal mo- Wt 


ment to approach, in which he ſhould pay 
the tribute which we all owe to nature, he 
cauſed all his' ſons and daughters, whoſe 
number was very conſiderable, to be called 
to gether, and he inſtructed them in what 
was their duty, for the ſervice of God, and 
the ſafety of their ſouls. _ | 


My children, ſays he to them, I perceive 
that my end draws near, theſe gray hairs 
teach me, that I am in the winter of my 
life ; theſe trembling limbs, which cannot 
fapport themſelves, foretel that I muſt ſoon 
fall. It is an effect of my crime, and the 
Will of God, who has appointed that every 
one ſhall return to their firſt beginning. 
As a teſtimony of the love I have for you, 
Iwill, before I leave you, give you all the 
advice, that I think neceſſary, for the welfare 
of your bodies, and the ſafety of your ſouls: 
Believe the words of a dying father, who 
ſpeaks to you without any other intereſt 

than 
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than that of your own happineſs, Remem- 
ber, my children, that the firſt and moſt 
' ardent deſires of your hearts, ſhould carry 
you to love one only God in three perſons, 
and unity of effence. Your duty and in- 
| tereſt equally oblige you to it. He is not a 
man, or does not deſerve the name of one, 
who refuſes to devote all the powers of his 
ſoul to that God, who always loads him with 
bleſſings, both ſpiritual and temporal, and 
who with the ſame equity as he puniſhes 
vice, alſo recompenſes virtue. As he alone 
can claim your adorations, he will alſo be 
worſhip'd alone. Obſerve this diligently, 
my children ; for I foreſee that by neg- 
leQing this, an infinite train of evils will ac- 
crue to my poſterity : Blind poſterity, who 
ſhall go afide by adoring the works of their 
own hands. Idolatry ſhall ſpread itſelf o- 
ver all the world, wreſt the thunder from 
the hand of God, and force his mercy to 
abandon numberleſs generations to the moſt 
rigorous juſtice. Luxury, impurity, and 
buſt ſhall alſo kindle the fire of his anger. 
M not 
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not only to puniſh ſuch ſcandalaus enormi- 
ties, but even to conſume the memory of 
them. Beware, my children, beware of 
anger; it is an inconſiderate paſſion, 
which obliges the hand to ſnhed the blood 
even of the innocent. You may ſee, by 
the example of your brother Cain, thow 
much homicides are odious to che divine 
majeſty. Let the blood which is ſhed be 
ever ſo deſpieable, it always n 
of thoſe Who ſpill it. 


dMardes is ſo ah that it -{ulligs 
them with guilt who kill, even ſuch as ſeek 
after, and deſire death. Tou muſt be ſo 
far from taking away the flocks, the fruits 
of the earth, and in general, whatſoever be- 
longs to others, that you are not even per- 
mitted to covet them; it is from thence 
that envy is known to ſpring up, and Was 
the caſe of that curſed ſerpent, which has 
been the cauſe of misfortune to all mankind · 
Take care not to give yourſelves up too much 
to. the pleaſures enen your com- 
plying 
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plying with their demands, ſhall ſenſibly. 
lead you to fin. They are generally falſe 
guides, negligent centincls, and the tyrant 
of the fout. 


| They give birth to ptide, the father of 
all vices; and which aſpires even to the 
clouds? they teach avarice, that inſatiable 
deſire, which eorrupts honeſty, and opens 
the door fo all forts of evils; they kindle. 
the flames of luxury, that furious paſſion, 
which perverts reaſon, and make a man 
rebel aganiſt himſelf; they teach the in- 
teniperante of the palate, which holds many 
| vices linik'd to it; it excites the will, in- 
flames the affections of love and anger, and 
declares itſelf the abettor of all vices. In 
ſhort, whoſoever obeys his ſenſes, becomes 
an enemy to God z becauſe the ſenſes ap- 
proving nothing but their own gratifica- 
tions, and liſtening to none but * 
* lead men into errors. 


My children; the mercy of God, who ig 
M 2 pleaſed 
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pleaſed that puniſhments ſhould be preced- . 
ed by profitable advice, orders me, to in- 
lighten your minds, and to pronounce to 
you the *misfortunes which ſhall happen. 
God ſhall give you, to puniſh your crimes, 
Children who ſhall be the objects of his 
Almighty indignation. The earth ſhall 
open her boſom, the waters ſhall cover the 
higheſt mountains, and the fiſhes ſhall occu- 
py the habitation of the birds. The only 
means to prevent theſe calamities, is to love 
God, to ſerve him faithfully, and to obey 
his laws. Fooliſh people, why do you not 
employ yourſelves in things which can in- 
title you to an eternal happineſs ? Is it ſo 
great a trouble to practiſe the works of mer- 
cy? My.children, fear God, appeaſe his 
wrath, or your deſtruction is certain, and 
isnot very far of, Train up your children 
in the fear of his divine maje ſty; perhaps 
by your penitence you may incline him to 
mercy, and prevent the chaſtiſements of di- 
vine Juſtice. I know that my words will not 


effect the minds devoted to ""Y to 
plea» 
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ſafes, to impurity, to rapines, to mur- 

ders, and ſaerileges; but the grief which 
the foreſight of your deſtruction gives, obli - 
ges me to ſpeak to you; tho? it ſhould be 
fruitleſs. What comforts me is, that if my 
cautions are not ſerviceable to all, one alone 
will profit by them for all the others. I ſee 

in the moſt hidden ſecrets of divine provi- 
dence, that of the race of that faithful child, 

thcre ſhall be born a virgin, who being a mo- 

ther and virgin at the ſame time, ſhall cruſh 

the head of the ſerpent, ſhall bring God 
in to the world, and ſhall open the gates of 
heaven to juſt men. 


Adam was heard with more aſtoniſhment | 
than credit: For all his children, except 
Seth, had abandon'd themſclves to infinite 
crimes. 'They ridiculed his predictions, be- 
cauſe we do not eaſily believe what we do 
not defire ſhould happen. And it is the-ordi- 
nary effect of fin, to blind the mind; and 
to take away judgment and reaſon from 
men. 


|S, Adam 


2 
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Adam communicated in particular to Seth, 
who alone deſerved his bleſſings, all that 
was paſſed, and ſhould come, of which 
God had given him the knowledge. He 
foretels to him the ruin of their poſterity, 
the birth of the bleſſed Virgin Mary, the 
paſſion and death of our Saviour, the de- 
liverance of our ſouls, and the inſtitution of 
the new law; he tells him to inſtruct his 
poſterity of it, and to make memorandums 
of it upon two tables, one of which ſhould 
reſiſt fire the other water ; he commanded 
him above all things never to ſuffer his chil- 
dren to marry with thoſe of the race of 
Cain. | 


The vices of fathers almoſt ever deſcend 
to the children, and it would be of great 
advantage to the world, if the wicked 
were deprived of ſucceſſors. Wolfſbane 
and helmock do not grow from a whole- 
ſome root, and ſerpents produce but ſer- 


pents. 


Adam, 


We LIFE of ADAM: 127 


Adam being thus arrived to the age of 
930 years, overwhelm'd with years, or his 
own infirmities, at laſt quitted this mortal 
- life, reſtoring his body to the ground, and 
his ſoul to his Creator. 


According to the opiniort of many, he 
died ona friday the 3d of March, which 
was the ſame day of his Creation; as it 


were to ſhew, that happineſs and . ter- 


minate in the ſame point. 
* 


He was of a ſtrong conſtitution, con- 
formable to his height, which was ſome- 
thing gigantic. We may believe that he 
was very well proportioned in all parts of his 
Hody, and of a beautiful countenance, ſince 
he was form'd by the immediate hand of 
God. He was buried at Hebron, in a tomb 
of marble, and afterwards tranſported to Cal- 
vari, exaQly to the ſame place where Jzsus 
CHRIST died : The divine providence hay- 
Ing thus order'd it, to the end, that the 
blood of God might waſh the aſhes of the 

firſt ſinner. Ex- 
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Exceſs of love! unbounded merey ! it is 
for that reaſon, without doubt, that there is 
ſeen at the feet of Jebus CHRIST crucified, 
in the images which repreſent him to us, a 
' death's head, which deſcribes that of 


Adam. Holy writ does not make mention 


of the time that Eve liv'd: and it is, per- 
haps, becaufe we ſhould not know of her 
death, who deferved to die almoſt before 
ſhe was made; fince ſhe was the caufe of 
all the misfortunes to mankind. It is very 
probable, that Me died of old age, or the 
grief of having ſeen Adam die: God having 
permitted that ſhe fhould ſurvive her huſ- 
band, to increaſe her troubles, by regretting 
the loſs of the deareſt part of herſelf. 


©, Behold the life of the firſt man in ihe 
world, of the firft father, and of the firſt 

faint, He poſſeſſed all natural and acquired 
denefits; he underſtood all ſciences; he 
invented all arts; he ſarpaſſed all mortals 
in wiſdom, and in the perfect knowledge of 
| all 
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all natural things; which he knew in their 

- originals, rather than by their qualities. 
He found his abaſement in his grandeur, 
and his glory in his fall; he was never more 
unhappy, than when he had arrived at the 
higheſt pitch of his felicity ; becauſe he did 
not know how to maintain himſelf there. 
He ſinned, but knew not how to repent. I 
know not whether he has done more harm 
than 'good to his poſterity. For if, on 
one ſide, he has made men ſubje& to death, 
he has, on the other hand, procured them, 
by giving opportunity to the word to aſſume 
human nature, the greateſt teſtimony that 
God could give of his love. | 
We may ſee in his life how much the 
conduct of God is different from that of 
men. Man cannot bear his equals, he 
would ſurpaſs all the world, in riches, in 
authority, in honours, in nobility, and in 
virtue. God, on the contrary, full of good- 
neſs, and incapable of envy, has been well 
pleaſed to create man almoſt equal to him- 
ſelf; for he has made him like to himſelf, 
9 
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in every thing where he cod bear any re- 


ſemblance of him. 


Becauſe man was inlighten'd by the 
ſtrength of reaſon, God ſubmitted to his 


command all the animals of the earth; to 
teach us, that: the charaQeriſtic of man, un- 
derſtanding and reaſon, which center in him 


alone; ſhould reign over the inferior, that 


| bs to ſay, the ſenſual appetite, whieh is com- 
mon to him and beaſts. 


Leb us Here ale Nie inportane reflec. 


tions and let us eohfider, that great prof. 
Perities are but of ſhort duratiéfr: They 
are like the lightenitigs, which diſappear in 

an inſtant; the brighter cheir light is, the 
ſorter its Durden; and dan brighrneſe 
which ſtrixes our 6y6s,- dees but increaſe 


the gloom of that darkneſs which follows 


if. Such was Adam in the terreſtrial Para- 
diſe, when lie paſſed in a moment from a 
throne to cle. ä 

Secondly, let us conſider, chat the Avan⸗ 


* of natare, the gifts of gtace, the di« 
vine 


4a x 6 


The LIFE f ADAM 13r 


vine admonitions, and even the preſence of 
2 God, are all uſeleſs, when once our Will 
is determined to follow vice, which tyran- _ 
nizes over our reaſon. 


Let us conſider in the third place, that 
the greateſt minds are ſubje& to the great- 
eſt errors; ſince Adam, the wiſeſt of all 
men, has fallen into a fin, as much more 
inexcuſable, as it was eaſy to avoid. Let 
us, moreover, conſider, that we muſt not 
truſt to riches, to honours, to dignities, nor 
to the friendſhip of the great ; ſince one 
fin of diſobedience alone, led Adam into ex. 
treme miſery, and drew upon him the ha- 
tred of a God, who had created 18 8 in his 


own likeneſs. 
In ſhort, let us conſider how 1 


the errors of fathers are to their poſterity; 
ſince all ages, till the end of the world, 
ſhall bear the weight of Adam's ſin. 
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